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ANNUAL  REPORTS 
RECEIPTS,  AND  EXPENDITURES 
FOR  THE 

THREE  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY-EIGHTH  YEAR 
TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


1650  -  1988 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Topsfield  Incorporated  -  1650 


POPULATION  . 


TOTAL  VALUATION 


1900 
1950 
1960 


1,030 
1,409 
3,347 


1970 
1980 
1988 


5,225 
5.709 
5,840 


Taxable  Property    $332,450,205. 

Non-Taxable  Property           $  43,043,000. 


NUMBER  OF  HOMES  —  1,959 

MILES  OF  TOWN  ROADS  —  54 
AREA  IN  SQUARE  MILES    ~  12.86 


TAX  RATE  per  $1,000  valua- 
tion for  Fiscal  1989  $  9.12 


Baptist  ~  Established  1986 

CHURCHES:  Catholic  —  "  1945 

Congregational  —  "  1663 

Episcopal  —  "  1957 

Lutheran  —  "  1961 


LIBRARY  Volume  —  Number  of  Books  37,455 

—  Circulation  65,917 

SCHOOL  POPULATION: 


Topsfield  Elementary  School  Proctor      3-6  231 
"  "  "        Steward      K-2  269 

(Total  500) 

Masconomet  Regional  Junior  High  382 

Masconomet  Regional  Senior  High  790 

(Total  1172) 


PROTECTION: 


POLICE 
FIRE  - 


Emergency  Only  911.  Other  Police  Bus.  887-6533 
Report  a  Fire  911,  Other  Purposes  887-5148 


TOWN  WATER  (Hydrants)  —  covers  80%  of  homes  and  businesses 


COMMUNICATIONS  CENTER  —  Police  -  Fire  -  Emergency  -  Dial  911 
—  Information  -  Call  887-2116 


TOWN  HALL  OFFICES: 


Assessors  887-6392 
Board' of  Selectmen  887-8571 
Cemetery/Park  Depts.  887-8114 
Highway  Surveyor  887-5042 
Town  Accountant  887-8033 


Town  Clerk  887  -5  5  83 

Town  Collector  887-8991 

Town  Engineer  887-3229 

Town  Library  887-2914 

Town  Treasurer  887-8991 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  COURT  -  State  House,  Boston,  Ma  02133 
State  Senator  —  Robert  C.  Buell,  First  Essex  &  Middlesex  District 
State  Representative  —  Forester  A.  Clark,  Jr.,  Fourth  Essex  District 

FEDERAL  LEGISLATORS  IN  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

—  Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Senator 

—  John  Kerry,  Senator 

—  Nicholas  Mavroules,  Congressman 

Sixth  District 
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COMMISSIONERS  OF 

TRUST  FUNDS  Chairman 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS 

Chairman 


PLANNING  BOARD  Chairman 


HOUSING  AUTHORITY  Chairman 


Curtis  Campbell  1990 

Marjorie  J.  Rouisse  1989 

Peter  B.  Hathaway  1990 

Heidi  Bond  1991 

Anne  Rafferty  1989 

Richard  Dussault  1990 

Meredith  Rand  1990 

Jeffrey  S.  Middleton  1991 

Robert  J.  Moriarty  1991 

Gregory  Cerino  1990 

*Gayle  Eames  1988 

Stephen  S.  Clark  1989 

Charles  M.  Schultz  1989 

**James  J.  Fitzgerald  1991 

Joseph  M.  Harris  1990 

Grace  B.  Lynch  1993 

Jeanne  Kinhan  1992 

Leonard  Panella  1989 


APPOINTED 


ACCOUNTANT  Paul  Manzi  1991 

ADM.  ASS'T.  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  Roberta  Knight   

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR  Howard  L.  Stultz  1989 

ARTS  COUNCIL  Mary  Wendel  1990 

Laura  MacArthur  1990 

Carlotta  Miller  1990 

Joan  Panella  1989 

Walter  Meinelt  1992 

Co-Chairman         Paula  Guilbault  1992 

Co-Chairman  Sherry  Shinn  1992 

Lorna  Haseltine  1993 

Ann  Paul in  1994 

Gerrie  Campbell  1994 

Kathy  Sharry  1994 

ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR  Pauline  M.  Evans  1989 

ASSISTANT  TOWN  aEPK  Nancymae  Kimball  1989 


ASSISTANT  TREASURER/ COLLECTOR  Susan  Bradbury 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AGENT/ INSPECTOR  Peter  Mirandi 

BOOKKEEPER/ SECRETARY  WATER  DEPARTMEOT  Marie  Emond 

ASSISTANT  BOCKKEEPER/WATER  DEPARTMENT  Pamela  Wood 
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BOARD  OF  REGISTRARS 

Clerk  Beverly  Ann  Guarino  1989 

Ann  Costanza  1989 

Ellen  Mahoney  1989 

Philip  Mahoney  1989 

Asst.  Registrar  Nancymae  Kimball  1989 

Asst.  Registrar  Joan  Glatz  1989 

Asst.  Registrar  Elaine  Crippen   

(Mas con omet) 

CABLE  TELEVISION 

COMMITTEE  Chairman  Glenn  Walker  1989 

Darrell  Moore  1989 

Joseph  Sciora  1989 

Joseph  F.  Bateman  1989 

CAPITAL  PROGRAM  COMMISSION 

Chairman  Merlin  Miller  1989 

H.  Allen  Stevens  1989 

Herbert  Rouisse  1990 

John  Borden  1989 

Susan  Hart  1989 

CARETAKER.  SOLDIERS'  & 

SAILORS'  GRAVES  j.  Putnam  Friend  1989 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  Director  Robert  A.  Wood  1989 

CONSERVATION  *Gloria  Quiggey  1991 

COMMISSION  **David  Ankeles  1991 

James  MacDougall  1990 

Harry  Eschenbach  1989 

Priscilla  Carlson  1990 

James  Brown  1991 

Chairman  William  Whiting  1990 

Administrative  Asst.         Kerry  Mackin   

COUNCIL  ON  AGING         Co-Chairman  Patricia  B.  Watson  1989 

Co-Chairman  M.  Doris  Rollfs  1989 

Louis  Chioccola  1989 

John  Delaney,  Jr.  1989 

Elizabeth  Hagberg  1989 

Laura  Denault  1989 

Margaret  C.  Shaw  1989 

DOG  OFFICER  *Howard  L.   Stultz  1988 

**Carol  Larocque  1989 

EMERGENCY  PLANNING  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 

Board  of  Selectmen  Holger  M.  Luther,  Chairman  1989 

Board  of  Health  Chester  Stott,  Chairman  1989 

Civil  Defense  Robert  A.  Wood,  Director  1989 

Conservation  Commission         Harry  Eschenbach,  Member  1989 

Fire  Department  Ronald  H.  Giovannacci,  Chief  1989 

Highway  Surveyor  David  M.  Bond  1989 

Police  Department  Arthur  S.  Heard,  Chief  1989 

Town  Clerk  Beverly  Ann  Guarino,  Recorder  1989 
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AMERICAN  RED  CaiOSS  REPRESENTATIVE 

Greg  O'Ryon,  Dir.  Disaster  Service   


FENCE  VIEWERS  Nancy  J.  Luther  1989 

Rosamund  Bloss  1989 

Pauline  Evans  1989 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  Chairman  John  E.  Borden  1989 

Henry  B.  Garten  1989 

Suzanne  Hart  1990 

Jackson  0.  Welsh  1989 

Mason  Campbell  1991 

Paul  B.  Nowak  1991 

Donna  L.  Russell  1988 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT    Full  Time  Personnel: 

Ronald  H.  Giovannacci,  Chief  Full  Time 
Robert  A.  Wood,  Deputy  Chief,  E.M.T. 
James  Hurley,  Deputy  Chief 
Ronald  P.  Giovannacci,  Captain 
Charles  Blunt,  Lieutenant 
*Peter  Davis,  Lieutenant,  E.M.T. ,  Firefighter 
Charles  R.  Denault,  Jr.,  E.M.T.,  Firefighter 
Darrell  W.  Moore,  E.M.T.,  Firefighter 


Call  Firefighters: 

See  Fire  Dep't  Report 

FOREST  COMMITTEE  Chairman 

Richard  Goff 
James  MacDougall 
Benjamin  Staples 

1989 
1989 
1989 

FOREST  WARDEN 

Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 

1989 

GAS  INSPECTOR 

Wendall  Hall 

1989 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  Chairman 

Chester  Stott 
Gerald  Hendrick 
Hans  Kahn 

1989 
1990 
1989 

HEALTH  PLANNING  COUNCIL 

Robert  A.  Wood 

1989 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Walter  Meinelt 
James  J.  Fitzgerald 
Marcia  M.  Cini 

1989 
1989 
1989 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  Chairman 
COMMISSION 

Marcia  M.  Cini 
James  J.  Fitzgerald 
John  Kimball,  Jr. 
Kenneth  Crocker 
Benjamin  Nutter 
Walter  Meinelt 

1990 
1988 
1990 
1989 
1989 
1988 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY    State  Member 

Grace  Marciano 

1990 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY  Exec.  Director 

Martha  Perry 

INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS 

A.  C.  Waters 

1989 
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INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


Lester  E.  Shepard 


1989 


INSURANCE  COMMITTEE 

Chairman 

H.  Allen  Stevens 
Richard  A.  Hubbard 
Kevin  J.  Kiley 

1989 
1989 
1989 

IPSWICH  RIVER  WATERSHED 

DISTRICT 

John  W.  Peirce 

1989 

LIBRARY  DIRECTOR 

Elinore  Ansteenson 

LOCAL  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  NURSE 

Visiting  Nurse  Association 
North  Shore,  Inc.,  Beverly 

of 

MBTA  REPRESENTATIVE 

Thomas  Simmonds 

1989 

MA  ELEC.  TOWN  LIAISON 

Alfred  Grimm 

1989 

MEMORIAL  DAY  COMMITTEE 

Clayton  H.  Elliott 
Joseph  F.  Bateman,  Jr.. 
Thomas  Curran 

1989 
1989 
1989 

MILK  INSPECTOR 

Peter  Mirandi 

1989 

NORTH  SHORE  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 

Robert  C.  Nordstrom 

1990 

PARKING  TICKET  CLERK 

Joyce  Zwicker 

PERSONNEL  BOARD 

Chairman 
Clerk 

Alfred  Grimm 
Rosemary  Gangi 
Thomas  Walker 

1990 
1989 
1989 

PLUMBING  INSPECTOR 

Wendell  P.  Hall 

1989 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Chief 

Lieutenant 

Sergeant 

Personnel 

Arthur  S.  Heard 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
Russell  M.  Sanford 
See  Police  Dept.  Report 

1  QQ1 

1991 
1991 

POLICE  STATION  STUDY 
COMMITTEE 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  & 
MEASURES 

Chairman 

Beverly  Ann  Guarino 
Arthur  S.  Heard 
Joseph  larocci 
Roger  Peabody 

Joseph  Carver 

1989 

1989 
1989 

1989 

Ch.  705  HOUSING 
SITE  COMMITTEE 

Chairman 

William  Cini 
Margaret  Holloway 
Harry  Eschenbach 
J.  McBride  Harris 
Jack  Welsh 

1989 
1989 
1989 
1989 
1989 

SOIL  REMOVAL  BOARD 

Chairman 

Priscilla  Carlson 
George  Herland 
Stephen  Clark 

SUPT.  OF  CEMETERY/PARK  DEPT. 

Stephen  Shepard 

SUPT.  OF  INSECT  PEST  CONTROL 

Benjamin  Staples 
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SUPT.  OF  WATER  DEPARTMENT 
TCWN  COUNSEL 
TOWN  ENGINEER 

TREE  PLANNING  GOMMITTEE  Chairman 

TRUSTEE  OF  THE  PERPETUAL 
CARE  FUNDS 

VETERAN'S  AGENT 

ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS  Chairman 


William  A.  Wood 
William  G.  Evans 
Joseph  Downing 


John  C.  Nutter  1989 

Douglas  Rankin  1989 

Lee  Mann  1989 

Betty  Booye  1989 

Sandra  Her rick  1989 

Julia  Jersyk  1989 

*Tom  M.  Hadsell  1988 

**Marjorie  Rouisse  1989 

Henry  B.  Garten  1989 

Richard  Carlson  1992 

A.  Jean  Kuftinec  1989 

*J.  Jan  Jansen  1990 

George  Herland  1991 

Barbara  Pratt  1993 
Judson  Pratt,  Alternate  1989 


♦Resigned 

**To  fill  vacancy  -  One  year 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


Pursuant  to  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts  Chapter  41  Section  61, 
I  submit  herewith  the  reports  of  the  accounts  of  Topsfield  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1988.    Contained  therein  are  statements 
of:    Town  Debt,  Revenue,  Appropriations  and  Expenditures,  and  a 
Balance  Sheet  as  of  June  30,  1988. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ROXANNE  TIERI 
Town  Accountant 


STATEMENT  OF  TOWN  DEBT 
As  of  June  30,  1988 


Outstanding  Debt  -  July  1,  1987: 

Proctor  School  Renovations  $155,000. 

Water  Line  Renovations  374,000. 

Fire  Truck  86,000.      $  615,000. 

Plus  Debt  Issued  During  the  Year: 

1. 57 OM  Multi  Purpose  $1,570,000. 

81,040.  Multi  Purpose  81,040.  1,651,040. 

Less  Debt  Retired  During  the  Year: 

Proctor  School  Renovations  $  30,000. 

Water  Line  Renovations  41,600. 

Fire  Truck  44,000.  115,600. 

Outstanding  Debt  -  June  30,  1988  $  2,150,44^ 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  -  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


Full  and  Fair  Cash  Valuation  as  of  January  1,  1988  for  fiscal  1989 
Real  Property 


Residential 
Open  Space 
Commercial 
Industrial 


Personal  Property 

Business 
Utility 


$  483,696,100 

37,066,805 
11.687,300 


$  1,176,399 
3,786,832 


Total  Real  Property 


$  532.A50.205 


Total  Personal  Property  $      A. 963.231 
Total  Taxable  Real  &  Personal  Property  $  537,413,436 


Exempt  Property 

Total  Valuation  of  All  Property 


43,039.800 
$  580,453,236 


Tax  Rate  per  $1,000  valuation:  $9.12 


Levy  (Total  taxes  assessed  for  state,  county  and  town  purposes 
including  overlay) 

On  Real  Property:  $  4,855.945.87 

On  Personal  Property:  45,264.67 


Total  Levy:     (Total  taxes  assessed) 


$  4,901,210.54 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1986  Cars  Registered,  Received  1988  11 

1987  Cars  Registered,  Received  1988  917 

1988  Cars  Registered,  Received  1988  6,082 

Commissioner's  Total  Value 
Excise  Tax  Total 


$  24,107,100 
480,265.85 


1988  was  a  very  active  year  for  the  Board  of  Assessors.     The  town 
undertook  the  state-mandated  triennial  update  of  all  real  and  personal 
property  values.     As  in  the  past  the  town  contracted  with  MMC,  Inc.  of 
Chelmsford.     The  total  valuation  of  taxable  property  increased  from 
$290,472,290  to  $537,413,436  -  an  increase  of  85%.     Of  this  increase 
approximately  $15,000,000  reflected  new  growth  (new  construction, 
additions,  lot  splits,  subdivisions,  condominium  conversions).  The 
most 

33 


significant  increase  in  the  past  three  years  has  been  in  the  value  of 
land  a  phenomenon  which  has  occurred  throughout  eastern  Massachusetts. 

The  fiscal  year  1990  levy  increased  $573,173.42  or  13.24%  over  the 
prior  year's  levy.     The  tax  rate  dropped  from  $14.90  last  year  to  $9.12 
this  year. 

In  July  of  1987  Frederick  F.  Atwood  resigned  from  the  Board 
of  Assessors.     He  had  served  on  the  Board  since  May  of  1984  and  was 
chairman  for  more  than  two  years.    The  Board  expresses  its  gratitude 
and  appreciation  to  Mr.  Atwood  for  his  many  contributions.  In 
September  Herbert  A.  Rouisse  was  appointed  to  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  M.  Harris,  Chairman 
Michael  E.  Logan,  Clerk 
Herbert  A.  Rouisse 


REPORT  OF  ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 


I  visited  47  stables,  inspected  221  animals  including  beef  cattle, 
swine,  goats,  donkeys,  horses,  and  ponies. 

All  Equine  Coggins  and  E.E.E.  and  W.E.E.  vaccinated  reports  were 
sent  to  the  Division  of  Animal  Health. 

I  visited  two  farms,  checked  ear  tags  and  released  six  head  of  cattle 
imported  from  New  Hampshire. 

Quarintined  thirty  one  dogs  for  biting.  Investigated  four  complaints 
of  cruelty  to  animals. 

All  reports  were  sent  to  the  Division  of  Animal  Health. 


Respectfully  Submitted: 

Howard  Stultz 
Animal  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ARTS  COUNCIL  OF  TOPSFIELD 


The  Arts  Council  was  pleased  to  provide  funding  for  a  variety  of 
cultural  projects  this  year. 

We  are  commissioning  a  limited-edition    floral  print  by  local  artist 
Isabella  Groblewski.     The  print  can  be  purchased  from  the  Arts  Council 
in  April  of  1989. 

Regional  programs  have  been  made  available  through  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  Boxford,  Middleton  and  Topsfield  Arts  Councils. 
Projects  assisted  were:  the  Masconomet  Spring  Arts  Festival;  two 
performances  of  the  Tri-Town  Symphony;  performances  at  Masconomet  by 
the  Boston  Flamenco  Ballet;  the  Masconomet  Music  Department's 
participation  in  a  workshop  in  Montreal;  and  a  program  of  Irish  music 
music  by  the  Paul  Madore  Chorale  after  the  Masconomet  Student 
Council's  senior  citizens  dinner, 

A  program  called  PASS,  Performing  Arts  Student  Series,  enabled  school 
children  to  attend  theater  performances.  Topsfield  children  attended 
the  Boston  Children's  Theatre,  Le  Grand  David  and  a  play  by  Moliere, 
"Avare",  at  the  Berklee  Performance  Center. 

In    Topsfield,    we    helped  support  the  Family  Fourth    Concert    on  the 
Green;  The  Bennington  Puppets;  a  performance,  by  Dennis  Kobray,  about 
the    life    and    times  of  Scott  Joplin  and  an  evening  lecture    and  bus 
trip  to  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 

The  present  council  consists  of  nine  members. 


Respectfully  submitted. 

Sherry  Shinn,  Co-Chairman 
Paula  Guilbault,  Co-Chairman 

Carlotta  Miller,  Treasurer,  Laura  MacArthur,  Secretary,  Walter 
Meinelt,  Lonnie  Haseltine,  Gerri  Campbell,  Ann  Paulin  and  Kathy 
Sharry.     Mary  Wendel  -  resigned. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


The  Council  on  Aging  continues  to  provide  and/or  support  a  broad 
program  of  services  for  the  more  than  750  Senior  Citizens  of  Topsfield, 
These  services  cover  a  wide  range  in  such  fields  as  health, 
transportation,  social  services  and  activities,  meals,  recreational 
exercises,  etc. 


A  breakdown  of  our  1988  activities  follows: 

Volunteer  drivers  provided  187  rides  for  medical  purposes 

Our  twice-monthly  shopping  van  had  a  total  of  300  riders. 

Approximately  1,200  seniors  participated  in  our  line  dancing 
held  weekly. 

Another  400  seniors  attended  our  exercise  classes  held  weekly. 

The  Proctor  School  Cafeteria  served  approximately  2311  meals 
to  seniors. 

The  Proctor  School  Cafeteria  provided  approximately  4312  mealc 
which  were  delivered  to  shut-ins. 

During  school  vacations  North  Shore  Elder  Services  of  Peabody 
supplied  594  meals  which  were  delivered  to  shut-ins. 

375  allotments  of  surplus  food  (cheese,  butter  and  rice)  were 
given  out  at  three  different  times  during  the  year. 

A  total  of  235  seniors  enjoyed  our  recreational  bus  trips. 

Approximately  650  newsletters  are  written,  printed,  compiled 
and  mailed  to  every  senior  eleven  times  a  year. 

The  Visiting  Nurse  saw  392  seniors  at  our  Health  Maintenance 
Clinics  held  weekly. 

36  seniors  attended  our  7  Podiatry  Clinics  held  last  year. 
4  seniors  met  with  our  Income  Tax  Help  Volunteer. 


Respectively  submitted, 

Patricia  B.  Watson,  Chairman 
M.  Doris  Rollfs,  Secretary 
Louis  Chiccola,  Treasurer 
Elizabeth  Hagberg 
Mildred  Lombardi 
Margaret  C.  Shaw 
Georgianna  K.  Sozanski 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT 


Richard  Dussault  was  elected  for  a  three  (3)  year  term  through  1991, 
and  Anne  Rafferty  a  one  (1)  year  term  through  1989  ae  Cemetery 
Commissioners.  Richard  Dussault  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Commission 
during  July's  monthly  meeting. 

Barbara  Flood  of  Rowley  was  hired  as  Secretary-Clerk  to  fill  the 
vacancy  created  when  Michelle  Young  resigned  because  she  was  moving  out 
of  State. 

The  lack  of  burial  space  in  the  near  future  has  been  of  particular 
concern  to  the  Commissioners,  due  to  the  rapid  growth  in  the  amount  of 
yearly  burials.  In  order  to  rectify  this  problem,  the  Commissioners 
submitted  a  warrant  article  at  the  May  Town  Meeting,  1988,  to  expand 
the  Cemetery  by  approximately  two  (2)  acres.  The  Town  approved  the 
warrant  article.  With  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Town  Engineer  and 
the  Cemetery  Superintendent  and  the  assistance  of  the  Essex  County 
Engineers,  we  are  new  in  the  process  of  finding  and  marking  the 
boundaries  and  constructing  the  new  section  of  the  Cemetery. 

During  1988  thirty-eight  (38)  lots  have  been  sold.  This  results  in  an 
addition  to  lot  sale  fund  in  the  amount  of  fourteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($14,250.00). 

Marjorie  Rouisse  was  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  to  administer  the 
Cemetery  Trust  Funds.  She  has  reinvested  the  principal  and  interest 
from  our  Perpetual  Care  Funds  to  provide  a  higher  interest  return, 
which  is  used  for  the  upkeep  of  endowed  graves. 

A  total  of  fifty  (50)  burials  were  completed  by  the  Cemetery  Department 
this  year. 

The  Cemetery  Department  has  constructed  a  memorial  to  Wallace  Kneeland. 
The  newest  section  of  the  Cemetery  was  dedicated  in  his  memory.  The 
memorial  is  located  at  the  top  west  comer  of  the  Cemetery.  The 
The  memorial  stone  is  set  on  a  raised  bed  of  shrubs,  flowers  and  bark 
mulch.     The  stone  indicates  Wally's  many  years  of  service  to  the  To%m. 

Improvements  in  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  this  year  include: 

Paving  of  Central  Avenue,  Hydrangea  Avenue  and  Spruce  Drive. 
Removal  of  many  dangerous  and  dead  tree  limbs. 
Sick  and  damaged  tree  removal. 
Purchase  of  a  new  walk-behind  mower. 

Clearing  of  new  area  for  expansion  of  future  burial  sites. 
Lot  Prices  Including  Perpetual  Care  for  1988 


Lot 


P/C 
$250. 

500. 

750. 
1000. 


Pine  Grove 


Boston  St. 


1  Grave  Lot  4  ft  x  10  ft.  $125. 

2  Grave  Lot  8  ft  x  10  ft.  250. 

3  Grave  Lot  10  ft  x  12  ft.  375. 

4  Grave  Lot  10  ft  x  16  ft.  500. 


$375. 

750. 
1125. 
1500. 


$300. 

600. 

900. 
1200. 
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CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT      (Page  2) 


We    would    like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  New    Meadows  and 

Topsfield    Garden  Clubs,  for  their  work  and  efforts  in  beautifying  our 

Cemeteries.      We  would  also  like  to  thank  the  following  Departments  and 

Committees  for  their  co-operation  and  help  with  the  betterment  of  the 
Cemeteries : 

Town  Engineer 
Park  Department 
Highway  Department 
Water  Department 
Tree  Department 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

CEMETERY  COMMISSION  MEMBERS: 

Richard  R.  Dussault,  Chairman 
Anne  L.  Rafferty,  Commissioner 
J.  Putnam  Friend,  Commissioner 


REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  has  seen  the  effects  of  the  slowdown  in  residential 
real  estate  as  well  as  continued  growth  in  the  office/light  industrial 
sector  in  Topsfield  during  the  year  of  1988.  The  number  of  residential 
subdivisions  has  dropped  off  from  prior  years,  although  several 
developments  continue  under  construction  and  the  creation  of  new  lots 
has  continued  at  a  pace  of  20  to  30  per  year. 

The  area  of  the  largest  new  growth  has  been  in  the  Business  Park 
District  along  Route  1.  During  1988,  two  new  developments  have  been 
approved  by  the  Board  and,  as  this  Report  is  being  written,  there  is  a 
proposal  for  a  third  development  on  approximately  25  acres  of  the 
former  Greenwood  property.  It  is  the  goal  of  the  Board  to  supervise 
these  developments  in  a  manner  that  will  promote  the  stability  and 
harmony  of  the  Town  as  well  as  allow  for  the  continued  growth  of  job 
opportunities  and  the  tax  base. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

Robert  Moriarty,  Chairman 
Charles  Schultz,  Clerk 
Stephen  Clark,  Member 
Gregory  Cerino,  Member 
James  Fitzgerald,  Member 
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TOPSFIELD  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


The  Conservation  Commission's  primary  work  is  the  administration  of 
state  and  town  wetlands  protection  laws.  These  laws  afford  protection 
to  Topsfield's  natural  water  system  by  requiring  review,  with  the 
opportunity  for  public  participation,  of  projects  in  or  near  certain 
wetlands  and  flood-prone  areas.  A  permit,  called  an  Order  of 
Conditions,  is  issued  when  the  ConsCom  finds  that  the  interests  of 
these  laws  can  be  protected. 

1988  continued  the  recent  trend  of  increased  permit  applications  and 
enforcement  problems  requiring  the  ConsCom' s  attention.  The 
Commission's  work  included: 

6  Determinations  of  Applicability  issued, 
17  Notices  of  Intent  reviewed. 

lA  Orders  of  Conditions  issued. 

7  Enforcement  Orders  issued. 

2  Non-criminal  Citations  issued 

Site  Visits  to  evaluate  these  projects. 

The  nxanber  and  seriousness  of  wetlands  violations  demands  a  great  deal 
of  ConsCom  time,  and  has  required  the  Commission  to  seek  legal  counsel 
in  certain  cases.  To  help  discourage  further  violations,  the  1988 
Town  Meeting  empowered  the  Commission  to  issue  "citations"  imposing 
fines  in  cases  of  wetlands  violations.  In  addition  to  this  approach, 
the  Commission  is  producing  a  brochure  explaining  the  responsibilities 
of  property  owners  under  these  laws. 

In  1988  the  ConsCom  worked  closely  with  other  town  boards  in  reviewing 
site  development  plans  together  at  a  preliminary  stage,  so  as  to 
identify  and  eliminate  problems  early  in  the  planning  process. 

This  year  the  Commission  hired  its  first  Conservation  Administrator, 
Kerry  Mackin.  In  addition  to  assisting  the  Commission  in  its  review 
of  proposed  projects  and  handling  administrative  work,  she  has  been 
available  to  answer  questions  and  offer  assistance  to  the  public  on 
conservation  matters.  You  can  contact  her  at  Town  Hall  during  posted 
office  hours. 

1988  Conservation  Commission  Members: 

William  Whiting,  Chairman 

James  Brown,  Vice-Chairman 

Priscilla  Carlson 

Harry  Eschenbach 

Gloria  Guiggey 

John  King 

James  MacDougall 

Respectfully  submitted: 

Kerry  Mackin,  Conservation  Administrator 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 
REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  PLANNING  SUB- COMMITTEE 


The    highlight  of  the  year  was  the  annual  Arbor  Day  observance.     On  May 
2nd    at    the    Town  Hall,  Doug  Rankin,  Master    of    Ceremonies,  welcomed 
guests.     Proctor    School     students,    teachers  and    the    Principal,  and 
townspeople.      Massachusetts  Urban  Forester  Ernest  W.    DeRosa  presented 
the    Town    the  Tree  City,  USA  National  Award  given  each  year  to  cities 
and  towns  with  municipal  tree  programs  that  meet  the  National  Arbor  Day 
Foundation's        standard    of    excellence.        Selectman    William  Johnson 
accepted    the    award  for  the  Town.    With  the  assistance  of  the  Proctor 
School    students,    a    Zelcova    elm  type  tree  was  planted    in    the  park 
triangle    directly  in  front  of  the  Town  Hall.     This  tree  is  a  memorial 
to    Ruth  Houston,  a  dedicated  resident  and  newspaper  correspondent  who 
wrote    thoughtfully  of  Town  affairs  for  many  years.     Her  husband  spoke 
of    her  love  for  the  Town  and  its  people.     Proctor  School  forty  grade 
students    each  received  a  four  year  old  Black  Hills  Spruce  tree  to  take 
home    and    plant.    Mrs.    Jersyk  presented  awards  to  student  winners  of 
the    Arbor    Day    poster    contest.    At  Proctor    School    a    Sugar  Maple, 
contributed  by  the  Topsfield  Garden  Club,  was  planted  at  the  east  end 
of  the  traffic  island  in  the  parking  area.    A  similar  tree,  contributed 
by  the  New    Meadows  Garden  Club,  was  planted  near  the  south  end  of  the 
Steward  School    during    the    Arbor  Day  program  there.     Funds  for  a 
tree  to  be  planted  in  the  downtown  area  were  donated  by  the  Village 
Gardeners. 

This  Committee  assisted  in  the  selection  and  location  of  seven  memorial 
trees  planted  around  the  recently  completed  St.  Rose  church  on  Park 
Street. 

On  October  20th  a  Flowering  Crab  Apple  tree  was  planted  on  the  lawn  at 
the  south  east  comer  of  the  Post  Office.  This  memorial  tree  was 
contributed  by  the  family  of  Mr.  Thomas  "Ed"  Elliott,  a  long  time 
resident,  RFD  delivery  man,  and  volunteer  fireman.  Many  of  his  friends 
gathered  at  the  site  for  the  dedication. 

The  usual  streetside  tree  planting  was  postponed  this  year  because  of 
severe  drought  conditions  and  to  await  the  completion  of  the  street  and 
sidewalk  construction  in  the  downtown  area. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  have  Ben  Staples  on  this  committee.  As  our  new 
Tree  Warden  he  brings  expert  knowledge  and  experience  in  landscape 
design  and  tree  selection  and  care. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  C.  Nutter,  Chairman 
Rosalie  Mann,  Vice  Chairman 
Douglas  Rankin 

Ruth  Griimn,  Topsfield  Garden  Club 
Anne  Mahen,  New  Meadows  Garden  Club 
Sandra  Herrick,  Village  Gardeners 
Benjamin  Staples,  Tree  Warden 
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REPORT  OF  CH.  705  HOUSING  SITE  COMMITTEE 


The  Affordable  Housing  Site  Commit t  ee  was  chartered  by  the  Selectmen  on 
June  22,  1987,  in  response  to  a  May,  1987,  Town  Meeting  resolution 
calling  on  the  selectmen  to  look  for  possible  sites  for  affordable 
housing  in  the  town.  The  five  members  of  the  committee  are  William 
Cini,  Chairman,  Harry  Eschenbach,  J.  McBride  Harris,  Margaret 
Holloway,  and  Jack  Welsh. 

The  committee  has  met  regularly  since  its  organization  to  consider  the 
issue  at  hand.  It  has  contacted  the  Friendship  Foundation  regarding 
sites  that  group  has  considered  for  elderly  housing,  consulted  the  town 
engineer,  and  reviewed  all  town  and  state-owned  property  in  Topsfield. 
It  has  also  written  to  all  owners  of  parcels  of  five  acres  or  more.  It 
has  received  a  few  positive  responses  to  these  letters  and  is 
discussing  development  possibilities  with  these  land  owners. 

At  the  November  17,  1987,  Town  Meeting,  the  committee,  through  the 
Selectmen,  received  approval  to  spend  up  to  $6000.  to  conduct 
engineering  studies  of  potential  affordable  housing  sites.  Based  on 
previous  studies,  consultation  with  an  engineering  firm,  and  recent 
positive  percolation  tests  on  adjacent  land,  the  committee  plans  to 
conduct  the  first  tests  at  the  state-owned  Maryknoll  property  on  Route 
1. 

The  committee  continues  to  pursue  its  goal  of  finding  a  site  to  locate 
state-funded  Ch.     705  Family  Affordable  Housing  in  Topsfield. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Cini,  Chairman 
Margaret  Holloway,  Secretary 
Harry  Eschenbach 
J.  McBride  Harris 
Jack  Welsh 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COHMISSIONERS  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 


The  financial  figures  for  the  Trust  Funds  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1988,  shown  herewith,  are  supported  by  details  in  the  files  of 
of  the  Clerk  of  our  Commission. 

There  have  been  only  relatively  minor  changes  in  fund  balances  and 
investments  during  the  year. 

One  notable  change  has  been  the  completion  of  the  Honor  Roll  fund 
which  was  contributed  to  the  American  Legion  toward  a  new  and  updated 
honor  roll  covering  veterans  of  World  Wars  1  and  2  and  the  Vietnam  and 
Korean    conflicts.      Much    credit  should  go  to  Mrs.    Hope  Ray    who  was 
instrumental  in  the  creation  of  the  fund  after  World  War  2  and  in  the 
decision  as  to  this  final  use  of  it.     The  honor  roll  at  present  is 
mounted  in  the  Town  Hall. 

The  Kneeland    Scholarship  Fund  developed  by  the  Memorial 
Committee  as  a  savings  bank  balance  which,  after  covering  (a)  scholar- 
ships of  $300.  and  $400.  for  the  school  years  ending  in  June  1987  and 
1988  and  (b)  the  cost  of  the  memorial  marker  to  Wally  Kneeland  at  the 
cemetery,  provided  a  final  net  balance  of  $7395.90    as  of  June  30,  1988 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  figures. 

A  large  bequest  from  the  estate  of  George  Gould  in  the  form  of 
stock  in  the  Benjamin  Moore  Company  will  be  coming  after  June  30th. 
In  due  course  we  expect  that  it  will  be  rearranged  into  a  diversified 
investment    portfolio    which    will    be    invested    separately    from  the 
investments  now  held. 

Respectfully  sulanitted, 

Curtis  Campbell,  Chairman 
Peter  Hathaway 
Marjorie  Rouisse,  Clerk 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  FENCE  VIEWERS 


In  Jantiary,  the  Board  held  a  meeting  and  elected  officers  a3  listed 
below  for  1988.  After  the  meeting,  a  public  hearing  was  held  based 
upon  a  complaint  from  the  owner  at  204  Ipswich  Road  that  his  neighbor 
at  202  Ipswich  Road  had  caused  a  portion  of  a  partition  fence  to  be 
erected  on  his  property. 

The  hearing  was  held  after  two  site  inspections  by  the  full  Board. 
After  hearing  from  both  landowners,  the  Board  determined  that  a 
portion  of  the  partition  fence  was  indeed  on  the  neighbor's  property 
and  that  owner  at  202  Ipswich  Road  was  notified  to  remove  the  fence 
back  to  the  property  line  on  or  before  April  30.  1988.  The  fence  was 
removed  from  the  property  of  204  Ipswich  Road. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Nancy  J.  Luther,  Chairman 
Nina  M.  Evans,  Clerk 
Rosamund  Bloss 


REPORT  OF  THE  ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR 


The  Topsfield  Electrical  Department  has  completed  another  good  year. 
It  has  been  a  rather  busy  year  in  the  industrial  field.  The 
residential  housing  slows,  but  the  other  fields  increase.    There  are 
a  great  number  of  alterations,  pools,  etc;  so  our  Town  still  shows 
electrical  growth.     Our  Assistant  Inspector,  John  D'Agostino,  is  called 
on  much  more  and  that's  good.     He  is  excellent  and  well  qualified;  so 
our  Town  is  lucky  to  have  him  as  Assistant  Inspector.     1989  should  be 
another  busy  year  for  the  Electrical  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lester  Shepard,  Electrical  Inspector 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


The  annual  town  meeting  of  May  1988  adopted  a  fiscal  year  1989  budget 
of  $6,863,436,  an  increase  of  $636,000  or  10.2%  over  fiscal  year  1988. 
This  compares  with  an  increase  of  $704,000  or  12.7%  the  prior  year.  The 
following    table    depicts    the  trends  over  the  last  three  years     in  the 
general  categories  of  government. 


$(000) 

%  OF 

%  OF 

CATEGORY 

FY  87 

FY  88 

FY  89 

%  INC 

BUD 

INC 

GENERAL  GOVT 

321 

361 

371 

2.7 

5.4 

1.5 

SAFETY 

602 

778 

899 

15.5 

13.1 

18.9 

EDUCATION 

3081 

3295 

3494 

6.0 

50.9 

31.3 

PUBLIC  WORKS 

544 

645 

687 

6.5 

10.0 

6.6 

HUMAN  SERVICE 

176 

164 

218 

32.9 

3.2 

8.5 

CULTURE  &  REC 

206 

243 

271 

11.7 

4.0 

4.5 

DEBT  SERVICE 

165 

251 

419 

66.6 

6.1 

26.3 

INSURANCES 

430 

490 

505 

3.2 

7.4 

2.4 

TOTAL 

5523 

6227 

6863 

10.21 

100.0 

100.0 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  the  categories  of  Safety,  Education  and  Debt 
Services  have  accounted  for  the  majorr  increases  in  the  budget  in  the 
past  few  years.  The  debt  service  increase  reflects  the  major  borrowing 
to  cover  capital  improvements  approved  in  the  past  few  years.  The 
education  increases  have  been  rimarily  reflected  in  the  local  elementary 
budgets.  The  Safety  increase  is  split  between  the  police  and  fire 
departments,  as  both  have  increased  in  personnel  and  service.  As  a  town 
and  as  a  committee,  we  will  hve  to  be  very  diligent  in  curbing  further 
increases. 

We  have  just  begun  the  budgeting  review  process  for  FY  1990  and  will 
work  hard  with  all  departments  and  boards  to  limit  the  increase,  since 
continued  growth  of  this  magnitude  would  ultimately  cause  proposition  2 
1/2  problems. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Aileen  Waite  who  has 
resigned  after  many  productive  years  as  our  committee  secretary.  She 
has  done  yeoman  service  and  has  acted  as  our  anchor.  She  will  be  sorely 
missed.  Also,  we  would  like  to  thank  retiring  members  William  Blanton, 
Morgan  Eames  and  Henry  Garten  for  their  able  and  dedicated  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Borden,  Chairperson 
Mason  Campbell 
Suzanne  Hart 
Paul  Nowack 
Donna  Russell 
Jackson  Welsh 


47 


REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Todays'  Firefighter  has  to  be  knowledgeable  in  all  types  of 
emergencies.  No  longer  is  a  Firefighter's  duty  just  fighting  fires. 
He  must  also  be  trained  in  Advanced  First  Aid  and  C.P.R. ,  tc  respond 
to  Medical  Aids.  And  now,  as  of  July,  1988  Firefighters  will  be 
responding  to  all  Hazardous  spills  and  releases.  Because  of  these 
three  types  of  Emergency  Responses,  a  Firefighter  is  continually 
training  and  drilling. 

The  Topsfield  Fire  Department  has  three  (3)  Certified  Instructors  who 
do  In-Housetraining: 

Deputy  Robert  A.  Wood:    First  Responder  &  EMT 

Firefighter  Charles  R.  Denault,  Jr.:     C.P.R.  &  First  Responder 

Firefighter  Jenifer  Collins-Brown:        C.P.R.  &  First  Responder 

Three  Firefighters  are  currently  attending  North  Shore  Community 
College,  working  toward  their  Associates  Degree  in  Fire  Science. 

In  July,  1988  the  Topsfield  Firefighters  Relief  Association  purchased 
accessories  for  the  Fire  Departments'  "Jaws  of  Life"  tool,  which  was 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  Fire  Department. 

Again  this  year.  Fire  Prevention  programs  were  given  to  both  Proctor 
and  Steward  school  students.  The  children  seemed  interested  and 
enthusiastic,  as  were  the  teachers,  with  the  demonstrations. 

On    December    17,    Jolly    Old    Saint  Nick  and    his    elves    arrived  on 
Topsfields'    Ladder    One.      He    visited  Fire  Headquarters  and  talked 
to  the  children,    had  some  refreshments,  and  hurried  back  to  the  North 
Pole,  to  complete  his  other  duties  1    Thank  you  Santal 

Respectfxilly  submitted, 

Ronald  H.  Giovannacci,  Chief 
Robert  A.  Wood,  Deputy  Chief 
James  Hurley,  Deputy  Chief 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HAZARDOUS /MATE RIALS  COORDINATOR 


On  October  17,  1986,  the  Superfund  Amendment  and  Reauthorization  Ace 
(S.A.R.A.)  was  enacted  into  law.  Title  III  of  this  law  charges  the 
Fire  Department  in  each  community,  to  identify  all  hazards  in  the 
community.  In  addition  to  identification  of  these  materials,  the  Fire 
Department  must  prepare  for  any  accidental  spill  or  release  that  may 
occur. 

On  August  10  and  16  of  this  year,  the  Fire  Department  sponsored  a 
Placard  survey.  This  survey  was  conducted  on  Routes  1  and  95.  Boy 
Scout  Troop  81  conducted  this  survey.  The  purpose  of  this  survey,  was 
to  identify  some  of  the  hazardous  materials  transported  through 
Topsfield.  After  analyzing  this  data  and  other  data  obtained  through 
local  businesses,  the  Topsfield  Fire  Department  formulated  its 
Emergency  Response  Plan.  This  plan  includes.  Evacuation  Zones, 
Transportation  Routes,  Emergency  Shelters,  and  other  valuable  assets. 

Firefighter  Charles  R.  Denault,  Jr.,  in  addition  to  being  S.A.R.A. 
Coordinator,  is  also  the  Right  to  Know  Coordinator  for  the  Town.  This 
This  law  requires  that  the  coordinator  maintain  an  up-dated  list  of 
Material  Safety  Data  Sheets  (MSDS),  of  all  Hazardous  Materials  stored 
in  the  community.  The  list  is  updated  annually  through  mailings,  and 
inspections  of  local  businesses. 

This  spring.  Firefighter  Denault  completed  an  intensive  four  week 
National  Fire  Academy  training  course  in  Hazardous  Materials.  The 
course  was  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Firefighting  Academy.  Upon 
graduation  Firefighter  Denault,  implemented  a  training  program  in 
Hazardous  Materials  for  the  Fire  Department.  The  S.A.R.A.  law 
requires  that  ALL  firefighters  receive  a  minimum  of  24  hours  training 
in  Hazardous  Materials,  annually. 

In  the  past  year,  the  Fire  Department  has  responded  to  the  following 
incidents  dealing  with  Hazardous  Materials: 

3  Fuel  Spills 

1  Tank  Truck  Roll-Over 

5  Investigations 

1  Diesel  Spill 
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TOPSFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 


The  Fire  Department  responded  to  409  alarms  as  listed  below: 

Public  Service  20 

Smoke/Fire  Investigations  36 

Grass/Brush  32 

Electrical  7 

Medical  Aid  169 

Automobile  12 

Little  Brook  Cooking  24 

Oil/Gas  Heaters  5 

Rescue  3 

Rubbish  3 

Little  Brook,  False  10 

Mutual  Aid  3 

False  19 

Detector  System  Malfunctions  18 

Chimney  6 

Down  Power  Lines  4 

Emergency  Stand-By  5 

Gas  Pump  1 

Structure  Fires  11 

Gas  Leaks  3 

Hazardous  Spills  5 

Propane  Gas  Tank  Fire  1 

Cooking  6 

Diesel  Fuel  Fire  1 


PERMITS  ISSUED 


Smoke  Detector  Permits  (Resale)  76 

Smoke  Detector  Permits  (new  const.,  Renov.,  Add.)  48 

Oil  Burner  Permits  67 

L.P.  Gas  Tank  Permits  92 

Welding/Cutting  Permits  18 

Blasting  Permits  4 
Installation  Aboveground/Inside  Storage  Tank  Permit8l4 

Removal  Aboveground/Inside  Storage  Tank  Permit  1 

Underground  Storage  Tank  Removal  Permits  35 

Underground  Storage  Tank  Fill  Permits  2 

Underground  Storage  Tank  Tests  5 

Business  Inspections  60 

Misc.  Permits  (i.e.  campfire)  12 
Open  Burning  Permits 
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TOPSFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  PERSONNEL 


1988 


OFFICERS: 

Ronald  H.  Giovannacci,  Chief,  Full  Time 
Robert  A.  Wood,  Deputy  Chief,  E.M.T. 
James  Hurley,  Deputy  Chief 
Ronald  P.  Giovannacci,  Captain 
Charles  Blunt,  Lieutenant 
Peter  Davis,  Lieutenant,  E.M.T. 
David  Bond,  Lieutenant,  E.M.T. 

Firefighters,  Full  Time 

Charles  R.  Denault,  Jr.,  E.M.T. 
Darrell  W.  Moore,  E.M.T. 

Call  Firefighters 

James  Butler,  E.M.T 
Charles  Brown 
Peter  Cabral 

Jenifer  Collins-Brown,  E.M.T. 

Bradley  Frost 

Leonard  Fuller 

Christopher  Kiley 

Richard  Little,  E.M.T. 

William  Lord 

Donna  Moore,  E.M.T. 

Ralph  Moxcey 

Scott  Repucci 

Ernest  Sandberg 

Joseph  Sciora 

Jon  Stump 

Greg  Thing 

Charles  Wood,  E.M.T. 

William  Wood 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS  12/19/88 


The  total  number  of  Building  Permits  (projected  from  December  15,  1988) 
for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  1988  is  13A.     Of  this  amount, 
the  largest  number  of  permits  in  any  one  category  was  for  additions  to 
existing  houses.     15  permits  were  also  issued  for  "alterations" 
(remodeling).     These  two  figures  seem  to  reflect  a  tendency  on  the  part 
of  many  owners  to  "fix  up  what  we  have"  rather  to  look  for  a  different 
domicile.     Permits  for  9  added  decks  and  6  pools  further  evidence  this 
tendency,  as  do  the  8  bam  permits  and  13  garden  shed  permits. 

Correspondingly,  only  13  permits  were  issued  for  new  house 
construction.     Obviously,  the  amount  of  land  suitable  for  building  and 
accessible  from  the  existing  road  network  has  declined  virtually  to  the 
vanishing  point.     In  future  years,  it  can  be  expected  that  the  Town 
will  encounter  steadily  increasing  pressure  for  the  development  of 
marginal  land. 

Contrasted  with  the  previous  year's  extensive  commercial  activity, 
which  boosted  permit  fee  income  to  roughly  $4A,000,  there  were  only  two 
relatively  small  commercial  developments  in  1988. 

The  total  numbers  of  permits,  by  category,  and  fees  earned  in  1988  were 
as  follows: 


Category 

No.  of  Permits 

Fees 

Houses 

13 

$8,931 

Additions 

43 

$8,384 

Alterations 

15 

$1,382 

Topsfield  Fair 

3* 

$4,520 

Bams 

8 

$1,306 

Sheds 

13 

$  520 

Decks 

11 

$  477 

Pools 

6 

$  490 

Miscellaneous 

21 

$1,133 

TOTAL 

133 

$27,143 

♦covering  numerous  amusements, 
concessions  and  permanent  buildings. 


A.  C.  Waters 
Inspector  of  Buildings 
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REPORT  OF  TOPSFIELD  HISTORIC  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 


The  Commission's  objective  is  the  preservation  of  the  unique  historic 
and  architectural  qualities  of  the  community's  local  historic  district. 
With  this  in  mind,  the  Commission  continued  to  1988  to  undertake  the 
duties  mandated  to  it  by  the  voters  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  with  the 
enactment  in  1974  of  the  historic  district  bylaw.  These  include  design 
review  of  exterior  changes  to  buildings  and  structures  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Topsfield  Historic  District  with  an  eye  toward 
appropriaten ess. 

The  Commission 

.  .  .  expedited  to  approval  numerous  applications  from  district 
addition  to  the  construction  or  reconstruction  of  accessory 
buildings  and  structures. 

The  Commission  engaged  in  community  education  and  outreach  by 

.  .   .  producing  an  informational,  illustrated  brochure  describing 
Commission  activities  and  district  boundaries  which  was  mailed  to 
every  Topsfield  resident  by  virtue  of  virtue  of  its  inclusion  in 
the  May  1988  Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant,  and  by 

.  .  .  preparing  new  regulations  and  instructions  for  application 
to  the  Commission  in  order  to  clarify  the  process  for  applicants. 

All  of  the  above  are  available  through  the  Town  Clerk's 
office  or  from  any  Commission  member. 

The  Ccmmission 

.   .  .  played  a  primary  role  in  the  rescue  of  Topsfield 's  historic 
mid-19th  century  train  station  which  would  have  been  demolished 
during  the  course  of  a  Main  Street  development  project  had 
Commission  member  Ken  Crocker  not  relocated  it  to  a  family-owned 
lot  on  Simimer  Street. 

Commission    members    extended    educational  consulting  services    to  the 
following  organizations  by  speaking  at  public  events,  sharing  documents 
and  expertise,  or  offering  pro  bono  professional  services: 

The  Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  of  Topsfield 

The  Friends  of  the  Topsfield  Library 

The  Topsfield  Historical  Society 

The  Topsfield  Business  Council 

The  Rowley  Historic  District  Commission 

The  Wareham  Historic  District  Commission 

Historic  Massachusetts,  Inc. 
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In  order  to  provide  the  optimum  protection  for  the  historic  and 
architectural  resources  of  the  community,  members  of  the  Topsfield 
Historic  District  Commission  and  the  Topsfield  Historical  Commission 
have  entered  into  serious  discussions  regarding  a  merger  of  the  two 
bodies.  A  consolidated  Commission  would  result  in  economy  of  effort 
and  manpower,  clear  focus  on  priorities  and  objectives,  and  a  structure 
more  easily  understood  by  and  therefore  accessible  to  the  town's 
citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Marsha  M.  Cini,  Chairman 
Kenneth  Crocker,  Recorder 
James  Fitzgerald,  Alternate 
John  Kimball,  Jr.,  Member 
W.  M.  Meinelt,  Member 
Benjamin  Nutter,  Vice  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  TOPSFIELD  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

The  major  noteworthy  event  in  1988  affecting  the  Topsfield 
Historical  Commission  was  the  resignation  in  June  of  Chairman  Curtis 
Campbell,  a  member  since  the  establishment  of  the  Commission  16  years 
ago  in  1972.  Curtis*  enormous  community  contribution  is  well 
recognized  and  appreciated  and  his  wise  counsel  continues  to  be  sought 
in  matters  pertaining  to  Topsfield  history.  Walter  M.  (Terry)  Meinelt 
was  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

While    the    Commission    continued    to  act  as    local    liaison  for 
the  Bicentennial  of  the  Constitution,  its  principal  focus  during  the 
last    half  of  1988  centered  around  merger  with  the  Topsfield  Historic 
District    Commission.      The    approval    for  this    merger,  supported 
in  concept  by  the  Town  Counsel  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  will  be 
sought  at  the  May  1989  Town  Meeting. 

Respectfxilly  submitted: 

Marcia  M.  Cini 
James  J.  Fitzgerald 
Walter  M.  Meinelt 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


For  the  first  time  in  more  than  twenty  years,  the  report  of  the 
Topsfield  Highway  Department  comes  from  the  pen  of  someone  new.  Bill 
Gamble  has  taken  a  much  deserved  retirement  after  more  than  30  years 
of  service  to  the  town.     Good  luck  in  your  retirement.  Bill! 

In  the  May  town  elections,  I  was  elected  by  the  voters  of  Topsfield  to 
serve  as  your  Highway  Surveyor.  It  is  a  position  that  I  take  very 
seriously  and  I  hope  I  can  serve  the  residents  of  Topsfield 
accordingly. 

The  month  of  May  brought  several  transitional  changes,  not  the  least 
of  which  was  the  promotion  of  Clifford  Whicher  of  Rowley  to  Department 
Foreman.  Cliff  has  been  with  the  Highway  Department  for  more  than 
twelve  years  and  his  hard  work  and  experience  more  than  speak  for 
themselves.     Congratulations,  Cliff  I 

The  simimer  months  of  1988  were  an  extremely  busy  time  for  the  Highway 
Department.  Steven  Weir,  of  Danvers,  was  hired  in  June  to  fill  the 
position  of  Equipment  Operator/Mechanic  vacated  by  me  upon  my 
election.  Steve  has  been  implementing  the  extensive  preventative 
maintenance  program,  started  in  May,  into  his  daily  activities.  Gary 
Wildes,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Topsfield,  was  hired  in  July  to  the 
position  of  Equipment  Operator/Laborer.  Gary  comes  to  us  as  an 
experienced  heavy  equipment  operator  who  has  had  thousands  of  hours  of 
operation  in  various  types  of  construction  equipment.  We  utilized 
Gary's  skills  during  the  summer  months  while  assisting  the  Water 
Department  on  several  water  main  breaks  that  required  excavation  of 
roadways . 

The    Topsfield  Highway  Department  has  implemented  an  ongoing  drainage 
and    culvert  replacement  program.    Using  some  federal  money  allotted  to 
the  Town  from  the  flood  of  April,  1987,  we  were  able  to  replace  an  18 
inch    culvert    on  Wildes  Road.     A  15  inch  pipe  crossing  Rowley  Bridge 
Road  near  Route  95  has  also  been  changed.     On  a  somewhat  larger  scale, 
a    badly    rotted  36  inch  culvert  pipe  measuring  approximately  AO  feet 
was    replaced  on  Fox  Run  Extension.     Several  smaller  drainage  projects 
have    been    completed    on    River    Road.,    Hewlett    St.,    Perkins  Row, 
Washington  St.,  High  St.,  Summer  St.,  Central  St.,  and  Ipswich  Road. 
Almost    all  of  the  1500  catch  basins  and  manholes  have  been  inspected, 
cleaned    and  as  necessary,  repaired.    We  will  continue  this  program  in 
the  spring  of  1989. 

The  summer  months  of  1988  also  saw  the  completion  of  the  Water 
Departments'  Water  Main  Project  on  Perkins  Row,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Highway  Department,  the  road  surfaces  on  Perkins  Row,  Candlewood 
Drive,  Audubon  Drive,  and  Proctor  Drive  were  returned  to  their 
original  conditions.  2090  feet  of  6  inch  curbing  was  removed  and 
replaced  on  Audubon  and  Proctor  Drives  due  to  its  poor  condition. 
Curbing  on  Candlewood  Drive  was  replaced  on  an  as  needed  basis. 

The  Highway  Departments'  resurfacing  projects  which  are  financed  by 
both  the  town  and  the  state  continued  this  year  with  the  resurfacing 
of  the  following  streets  and  roads: 
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Wildes  Road  -  complete 

High  Street  -  from  Main  St.  to  Summer  St. 

Washington  St  -  5000  feet  from  Main  St.  to  Boxford  Rd. 

Kinsman  Lane  -  complete  to  Kinsman  Circle 

Summer  Street  -  from  Central  St.,  to  High  St. 

Asbury  Street  -  from  #123  to  #34 

Prospect  Street  -  from  South  Main  St.  to  #27 

All  of  the  above  streets  were  resurfaced  with  type  I  Bituminus 
concrete  by  the  Middlesex  Corporation  of  North  Billerica,  Mass. 

The  month  of  September  brought  the  completion  of  the  long  awaited  Main 
Street  reconstruction  project.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  cosmetic 
items,  yet  to  be  finished,  the  project  is  essentially  complete.  I 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  personally  thank  Town  Engineer, 
Joe  Downing,  for  his  painstaking  efforts  as  liaison  between  the  town 
and  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works.  Joe's  efforts  were  very 
much  appreciated  by  the  Highway  Department. 

Tiie  balance  of  the  fall  season  was  spent  gearing  up  for  the  very 
unpredictable  winter  season.  This  is  always  a  very  busy  time  for  us. 
Two  of  our  dump  trucks  have  been  converted  to  Sanders.  All  of  our 
snowplows  have  been  sandblasted,  primed,  and  painted.  At  the  time  of 
this  writing,  we  are  in  excellent  shape  for  the  winter. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  various  department  heads 
for  all  of  their  cooperation  throughout  the  last  8  months.  It  is 
indeed  a  comfort  to  know  that  another  department  is  there  when  you 
really  need  them.     Thanks  to  you  allll! 

Respectfully  submitted, 

David  M.  Bond 
Highway  Surveyor 
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David  M.  Bond 
Clifford  Whicher 
Leonard  Fuller 
Andy  Woodbury 
Steven  Weir 
Gary  Wildes 
Gary  Thing 
Howard  (Red)  Stult 


z  Recycling  Center  Custodian 


Highway  Surveyor 
Foreman 

Equipment  Ope rat or/ Truck  Driver 
Truck  Driver/Laborer 
Equipment  Operator/Mechanic 
Equipment  Operator/Laborer 
Part  Time  Laborer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


Little  Brook  Village,  with  sixty  units,  five  of  which  are  equipped  for 
handicapped,  was  fully  occupied  throughout  the  year  and  had  a  waiting 
list  of  thirty-six  applicants  at  year's  end. 

The    Topsfield    Housing    Authority  Board  voted  unanimously  in    1983  to 
accept     residents  of  Topsfield  as  "preference"  on  the  eligible  waiting 
list.      The    preference  this  year  resulted  in  eight  applications  from 
Topsfield  residents,  two  of  whom  have  been  placed  with  apartments. 

Presently  the  members  of  the  Board  include  J.  M.  Harris,  Chairman; 
Jeanne  Kinhan,  Vice  Chairman;  Grace  Lynch,  Treasurer;  Grace  Marciano, 
Secretary  and  State  Appointee;  and  Leonard  Panella,  Member.  Martha  P. 
Perry  is  the  present  Executive  Director. 

Eligibility  requirements  for  admission  are  listed  as  follows: 


There  is  a  Topsfield  "preference"  list. 


Age:    One  member  of  the  household  must  be  sixty-two  years  of  age 
or  older. 

Net  Income:    One  person:  $18,144 

Two  persons:  $20,736 

Net  income  is  gross  income  (from  Social  Security,  pensions, 
interest  on  savings,  etc.)    less  deduction  (10%  of  gross  income, 
$300.     for  second  member  of  the  household,  cost  of  medical 
insurance  etc.) 

Asset  Limits:     a  person  is  not  allowed  to  be  placed  on  the  active 
waiting  list  if  their  assets  exceed  $15,000.    Handicapped  persons 
require  medical  certification;     no  age  limit  but  similar  financial 
standing  as  with  the  elderly. 

Other  significant  events  occurred  during  the  year  as  follows: 

1.  The  failed  septic  system  was  finally  replaced  with  a 
Wastewater  Disposal  System  with  funds  from  a  Modernization  grant 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts.    Also,  thirteen  apartments  were 
painted  with  funds  from  this  program. 

2.  This  authority  has  also  hired  an  architect  to  draw  up  "specs" 
to  paint  the  exterior  of  the  buildings.    This  work  is  expected 

to  be  completed  by  early  svmmer  of  1989. 

The  Little  Brook  Villagers  continue  to  maintain  an  active  program  of 
classes,  trips,  social  events  and  clinics  under  their  Tenant's  Asso- 
ciation whose  officers  are  as  follows: 


President:  Robert  Greene 

Vice  President:  Marie  Hudson 

Treasurer:  Marian  Anderson 

Secretary:  Kathleen  Thorpe 
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The  members  of  the  Topsfield  Housing  Authority  Board  with  to  express 
their  appreciation  for  the  help  and  assistance  rendered  Little  Braook 
Village  and  its  residents  by  the  Police  Department,  Fire  Department, 
Highway  Department,  Public  Library,  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  Rotary 
Club  and  area  churches. 

As  required  by  the  Executive  Office  of  Communities  and  Development 
regulations,  the  attached  is  a  financial  statement  as  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  September  30,  1988. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  Harris,  Chairman 
Jeanne  Kinhan,  Vice  Chairman 
Grace  Lynch,  Treasurer 

Grace  Marciano,  Secretary  and  State  Appointee 
Leonard  Panel la.  Member 
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TOP SF I ELD  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICES  OF  COMMUNITIES  AND  DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION  BALANCE  SHEET 

SEPTEMBER  30,  1988 


ASSETS 

GASH 

Administration  Fund  $19,745.32 
Security  Deposit  Fund 

Petty  Cash  50.00  $19,795.32 

ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE 

Federal  and  EOCD  -  Sect.  8  Subsidy 
Tenants  Accounts  Receivable 
EO  CD  Subsidy 

Other  $12,353.15  12,353.15 

ADVANCES 
Revolving  Fund  Advances 

INVESTMENTS 

Investments  (Schedvde  II)  13,003.10 

FISCAL  AGENT  FUNDS 

Debt  Service  Fund  (Schedule  I) 
Debt  Service  Trust  Fund  -  Cash 
Debt  Service  Trust  Fund  -  Invest 
Debt  Service  Subsidy  (Schedule  VI) 
State  Treasurer's  Account 

DEFERRRED  CHARGES 

Prepaid  Insurance  960.24 
Inventory  -  Materials/Fuel 

Other  (Schedule  III)  4.110.02  5,070.26 

DEVELOPMENT  COSTS 

Development  Cost  1,475,000.00 

Less:  Dev.  Cost  Liquidation 

Inventory  of  Fum.  &  Equip  18,112.87 

Dev.  Cost  Inv.  Contra         (    33,241.00  )  1,526,353.87 

(Date  of  last  Inventory) 
Completed  Modernization  Costs 
Undistributed  Debits 


TOTAL  ASSETS  $1,576.575.70 
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LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 


ACCOUNTS  PAYABLE 


Accounts  Payable  -  Other  (sch  IV) 
Contract  Retentions 
Tenants  Security  Deposits 
Bid  Deposits 

Accts.  Pay.-EOCD  Subs  Ovrpay  3,963.00 
Employees  Payroll  Deduct.  1,443.43 

Accounts  Payable  -  Rev.  Fund  5,406.43 


ACCRUED  LIABILITIES 
Payment  in  Lieu  of  Taxes 
Accrued  Liabilities  -  Other  16,072.00 

Matured  Principal  and  Int.  16,072.00 


DEFERRED  CREDITS 
Prepaid  Partial  Payments  -  707 
Tenants  Prepaid  Rent 
Undistributed  Credits 
Deferred  Subsidy 
Deferred  Credits  -  Other 


FIXED  LIABILITIES 


Grants  Issued  1,475,000.00 
Bonds  Issued 

Less:  Bonds  Retired  (  ) 

Cummulative  EOCD  Mod.  Cont. 
Notes  Issued 

Less:    Notes  Retired  (  )  1.475,000.00 


SURPLUS 


Valuation  of  Fixed  Assets  51,353.87 

Gifts  and  Donations 

Debt  Service  Reserve 

Unamortized  Bond  Pranium 

Debt  Service  Requirement 

Debt  Service  Contribution 

Capital  Reserve  3,478.66 

Reserve  for  Sale  of  Property 

Operating  Reserve  -  25,264.74 

52.63%  of  maximum 
Net  Income  (Deficit)  80,097.27 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES  $1.576,575.70 
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NORTH  SHORE  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


North  Shore  Regional  Vocational  School  District  is  in  its  thirteenth 
year  of  operation  as  a  vocational-technical  high  school.  Students  from 
sixteen  communities  receive  both  academic  instruction  leading  to  a  high 
school  diploma  and  vocational  education  in  a  wide  variety  of  program 
areas  leading  to  a  vocational  certificate.  Student  placement  in  trade- 
related  employment,  the  military,  or  further  education  averages  97%  per 
year. 

During  the  1988-89  school  year.  North  Shore  Regional  Vocational  School 
District  and  Masconomet  Regional  School  District  are  engaged  in  a  pilot 
progrfiim  where  junior  and  senior  students  from  Masconomet  spend  a  part 
of  the  school  day  in  a  vocational  program  at  North  Shore.  Three 
students  from  Topsfield  are  enrolled  in  this  program,  which  appears  to 
be  a  successful  option  for  some  students.  Six  students  from  Topsfield 
are  enrolled  in  full-time  programs  at  North  Shore  Regional  Vocational- 
Technical  High  School.  The  school  district,  along  with  representatives 
from  all  school  districts  within  the  sixteen  member  communities  is 
engaged  in  discussions  designed  to  promote  the  collaborative  delivery 
of  vocational  education  services  and  to  broaden  vocational  offerings  to 
students  throughout  the  District. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Robert  Nordstrom, 
Topsfield  Representative  to 
the  North  Shore  Regional 
Vocational  School  District 
Committee 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING  AND  GAS 
From  January  1,  1988  to  December  31,  1988 


There  were  twenty-eight  Plumbing  Permits  and  twenty-< 
issued.    There  were  no  known  violations. 

Respectfxilly  submitted, 

Wendell  Hall,  Inspector  of  Plumbing  and  Gas 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  WORKS  COMMITTEE 


The  Public  Works  Committee  (PWC)  was  created  at  the  1988  Annual  Town 
Meeting  by  adoption  of  Article  II,  Section  6  of  the  Topsfield  General 
Bylaws.     The  five  (5)  member  PWC  is  comprised  of  the  superintendents  of 
the  Water,  Park/Cemetery,  and  Highway  Departments,  the  Town  Engineer 
and  the  Tree  Warden.     The  specified  purpose  of  the  PWC  is  to  optimize 
the  use  of  equipment  and  manpower;  to  establish  uniform  record  keeping 
and  personnel  policies;  to  centralize  housing,  maintenance  and  repair 
of  vehicles  and  equipment;  to  coordinate  requests  for  capital  equipment 
appropriations  and  make  joint  purchases;  to  improve  the  efficiency  and 
economy  of  operations  where  possible;  and  to  better  serve  the  needs  of 
the  citizens  of  Topsfield. 

The  PWC  has  held  formal  meetings  since  July  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  month.    Anyone  interested  is  welcome  to  attend.    During  this 
period,  no  member  has  missed  more  than  one  meeting.    At  the  September 
meeting.  Bill  Wood  was  elected  chairman  and  Joe  Downing  secretary. 

As  a  Committee,  we  are  in  the  transition  stage  of  understanding  and 
defining  our  goals  and  objectives.     The  most  obvious  benefit  to  the 
members  of  the  PWC  is  the  monthly  forum  for  the  exchange  of  ideas  and 
information.     This  process  has  already  helped  to  facilitate  several 
projects  which  required  the  joint  efforts  of  two  or  more  departments. 

In  addition  to  the  day-to-day  operations  of  the  Town's  public  works, 
the  Committee  has  also  focused  on  the  following  four  (4)  long-range 
subjects. 

1.  Identification  of  the  need  for  review  of  proposed  subdivision 
plans  by  the  PWC. 

2.  Preparation  of  a  single  request  for  capital  equipment 
appropriations  for  FY  90  and  assessment  of  needs  for  the  next 
five  (5)  years. 

3.  Evaluation  of  benefits  to  the  Town  for  establishing  a  new 
position  of  Town  Mechanic. 

4.  Assessment  of  existing  physical  conditions  and  future  needs  of 
public  works  buildings/facilities  and  consideration  of  future 
options  to  provide  for  growth. 

In  summation,  the  Committee  has  found  that  the  individual  departments 
have  benefitted  from  the  ongoing  dialogue,  and  we  are  looking  forward 
to  meeting  the  public  works  challenges  of  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Wood,  Chairman  and  Water  Superintendent 
Joseph  Downing,  Secretary  and  Town  Engineer 
David  Bond,  Highway  Surveyor 
Stephen  Shepard,  Cemetery/Park  Superintendent 
Benjamin  Staples,  Tree  Warden 
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TOWN  REPORT 


PARK  DEPARTMENT 


Jeffrey  Middleton  and  Heidi  Bond  were  elected  for  three  (3)  year  terms 
at  the  May  Town  Meeting.  Anne  Rafferty  was  elected  Chairman  at  the 
June  monthly  Commission  Meeting. 

Barbara  Flood  of  Rowley  was  hired  as  the  Secretary-Clerk,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  created  when  Michelle  Young  resigned  because  she  was  movinc  out 
of  State.  ^ 


The  new  ball  diamond  at  Klock  Park,  which  encompasses  approximately 
five     (5)  acres,  including  the  large  parking  lot.  will  be  open  for  use 

this    spring.  The    infield    has  been  built  with    a    stone    dust  base 

approximately  five    inches  deep.     Fencing  has  been  erected  all  around 

the    perimeter  of  the  field,  for  safety  purposes,  along  with    a  large 

backstop.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will  have  bleachers  to  accommodate  larg< 
crowds. 


The  extensive  clean-up  this  winter  and  spring  at  the  new  police  station 
has  been  completed.  Many  trees,  vines  and  shrubs  had  to  be  removed 
before  the  landscaping  could  start.  Newly  planted  in  front  of  the 
building  are  yews,  mugo  pines,  gold  and  emerald  euonymus  and  P.J.N, 
rhododendron  to  give  a  balance  of  color  and  variety,  set  in  a  large 
edging  covered  with  bark  mulch. 

The  Park  Department  hired  Greg  Thing  of  Topsfield.  Massachusetts,  in 
May.  as  the  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Parks.  Greg  previously  worked 
as  a  dispatcher  for  Topsfield 's  Communications  Center,  and  serves  as  a 
firefighter  for  the  Topsfield  Fire  Department. 

The  Topsfield  Athletic  Association  once  again  volunteered  their  help 
this  spring  in  our  clean-up  at  Emerson  Center.  The  Park  Department 
provided  the  materials  and  helped  with  the  labor  on  this  project.  The 
T.A.A.  and  other  sports  programs  have  been  of  considerable  help  to  the 
Department. 

The  Commissioners  and  the  Superintendent  greatly  appreciate  their 
efforts  in  this  endeavor. 


The  tennis  courts  at  Grove  Street  were  once  again  closed  for  a  short 
period  this  summer  for  repairs,  due  to  severe  cracking,  which  creates  a 
dangerous  situation.  The  courts  were  repaired  with  a  combination 
liquid  filler  and  stonedust.  These  repairs  are  only  a  partial  solution 
to  make  them  playable.  An  article  in  the  warrant  in  May  1988  to  repair 
the  Grove  Street  tennis  court  was  indefinitely  postponed.  The  courts 
will  have  to  be  totally  resurfaced  in  the  future.  A  warrant  article 
again  will  be  submitted  to  rectify  this  problem,  in  the  1989  annual 
Town  Meeting. 

During  the  fall.  Steward  tennis  courts  surface  were  repainted,  both  red 
out-of-play  area  and  green  in-play  area,  giving  the  courts  a  much  more 
rugged  playing  surface.  The  revolving  charge  system  set-up  last  year, 
from  the  income  from  the  sale  of  tennis  permits,  generated  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars  (780.00),  which  can  be  used  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  court  repairs. 
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TOWN  REPORT 


PARK  DEPARTMENT 


The  greenhouse  was  very  successful  this  year.  We  produced 
approximately  two  hundred  (200)  flats  of  six  (6)  annuals  -  flowers  to 
plant  around  town.  We  have  also  taken  cuttings  and  rooted 
approximately  one  hundred  (100)  shrubs,  which  will  be  transplanted  into 
the  Town  Nursery.  They  will  nurture  into  landscape  size  shrubs,  to  be 
used  at  a  later  date. 

The  Department  is  getting  ready  to  accept  its  part  of  the  new  downtown 
area,  on  Main  Street,  which  will  include  some  grass  areas,  shrubs  and 
trees.  It  will  also  include  a  small  garden  at  the  Commute  Parking  Lot 
to  be  created  this  spring. 

The  Park  Commission  would  like  to  thank  Russell  Osborne  for  serving  on 
the  Park  Department,  and  serving  the  public  as  a  Commissioner  from 
1982-1988. 

The  Park  Commission  would  like  to  thank  the  following  Clubs, 
Ccmmissions  and  Organizations  for  their  help  and  assistance: 

Village  Gardeners  Water  Department 

T.A.A.  Town  Engineer 

Highway  Department  Cemetery  Department 

Tree  Planting  Committee  Topsfield  Fair  Association 

And  Other  Various  Civic  and  Sports  Clubs 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Anne  Rafferty,  Chairman 
Meredith  Rand,  Commissioner 
Richard  Dussault,  Commissioner 
Jeffrey  Middleton,  Commissioner 
Heidi  Bond,  Commissioner 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE/COMMUNICATIONS  DEPARTMENT 


The  year  1988  was  a  year  filled  with  activity  for  the  Topsfield  Police 
and  Communications  Department.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  the  Finance  Committee,  the  police  and  communications 
were  combined  under  one  budget.    For  many  years  both  departments 
operated  in  extremely  cramped  quarters  with  antiquated  radio  and 
communication  equipment.    During  much  of  1988,  renovations  were  under 
way  at  the  police/communication  facility  located  at  210  Boston  Street. 
All  new  radios  and  communications  equipment  were  installed  and  tested. 
Renovations  were  finally  completed  by  the  contractor  and  many  hours 
of  hard  work  by  police  and  communications  personnel. 

I  am  pleased  and  honored  to  announce  that  our  new  facility  became 
fully  operational  on  December  1,  1988.    The  police  and  communications 
now  have  adequate  space  and  proper  equipment  to  serve  our  community 
in  an  efficient  and  professional  way,  which  we  have  always  strived  to 
accomplish.    Our  thanks  go  out  to  all  members  of  the  Police  Study 
Committee,  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  members  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  all  other  town  departments  who  worked  together,  to  make  this  day 
possible. 

I  would  personally  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Highway  Department, 
Cemetary,  and  Park  Departments,  for  their  many  hours  of  assistance  in 
moving  from  the  Town  Hall  to  our  new  facility.    It  is  a  pleasure  to 
see  this  type  of  cooperation  between  town  departments,  and  is  certainly 
a  credit  to  our  community. 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  in  February  of  1988  Patrolman  Daniel  G. 
O'Shea  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Sgt.  O'Shea  began  his  police  career  in  September  of  1974.    He  has 
worked  very  hard  over  the  years  to  further  his  career,  receiving  his 
Masters  of  Science  Degree  in  June  of  1986.    Sgt.  O'Shea  has  served  as 
our  Juvenile/Safety  Officer,  Training  Officer,  and  has  headed  our 
Special/Auxiliary  Program  from  its  begining.  Congradulations  Danny! 

Three  new  Reserve  Officers  were  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Officer  Steven  A.  Weir,  Officer  Gary  F.  Hayward,  and  Officer  Jeffrey 
P.  Liacos.  All  completed  a  basic  training  course  for  Reserve  Officers, 
are  qualified  in  CPR,  and  First  Aid.    All  three  officers  compiled 
many  hours  of  ride  along  time  with  senior  patrolmen  at  no  cost  to  our 
community.    They  are  a  welcome  addition  to  our  Reserve  Force. 
Additionally,  two  new  Special/Auxiliary  Officers  were  appointed  to  the 
department  to  fill  vacancies.  Both  Susan  A.  Shepard,  and  Gary  A.  Wildes 
are  Topsfield  residents,  and  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  join  the 
ranks  of  the  Auxiliary  Department.    Both  will  attend  a  Reserve  Police 
Academy  scheduled  to  begin  cn  January  14,  1989.    Presently,  we  are  at 
full  strength,  both  on  the  full-time  and  reserve  departments.  (See 
Police/Communication  roster) 
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Training  continues  to  be  a  high  priority  for  our  department.  In 
January  of  1988,  we  attended  a  CPR  Refresher  Course  to  update  our 
First  Responder  requirements.    Also  in  January,  Officer  Guarino 
completed  a  First  Responder  Instructor  Course.    Our  full-time 
officers  attended  one  week  In-Service  Training  Courses  in  various 
locations.    Many  of  our  reserve  officers  also  attended  In-Service 
Training  Programs.    Several  full-time  and  reserve  officers  attended 
other  courses  including,  Basic  Fingerprinting,  Basic  Police  Photography, 
Investigation  of  Child  Abuse,  Firearms  Instruction,  O.U.I.L.  Enforce- 
ment and  Prosecution,  Homicide  Investigation,  and  Rape  Investigation. 
Two  officers  completed  supervisory  courses,  and  all  officers  attended 
In-Service  Training  in  the  Use  of  Firearms.    Also  all  keepers  of  the 
lock-up  were  given  instruction  in  Suicide  Prevention.    As  indicated, 
this  department  maintains  a  strong  commitment  to  providing  on-going 
training  for  all  of  its  officers. 

The  Topsfield  Police  Department  considers  any  crime'  committed  within 
our  community  as  serious.    We  are  striving  to  keep  our  town  a  safe 
place  in  which  to  reside.    Please  help  by  notifying  your  police 
department  of  any  suspicious  activity.    The  officers  of  this  department 
are  pleased  to  assist  every  citizen  in  whatever  way  possible.  By 
working  together  and  sharing  information,  we  will  attain  our  goal. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  department 
and  our  administrative  assistant,  for  the  efficient  and  dedicated 
manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties  during  the  past  year.  I 
would  like  to  include  our  police  dispatchers,  our  police  matrons,  the 
department  chaplain,  and  our  department  surgeon.    My  thanks  to  all 
other  town  departments,  who  worked  so  closely  with  us  year-round.  A 
thanks  to  all  other  police  departments,  and  the  Massachusetts  State 
Police,  who  assist  us  throughout  the  year.    A  special  thanks  to  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  and  all  other  town  officials,  for  their  guidance 
and  understanding.    Finally,  a  very  special  thanks  to  you,  the 
citizens  of  Topsfield,  for  our  new  Police/Communication  facility,  and 
for  your  continued  assistance  and  support. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  S.  Heard 
Cheif  of  Police 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT  ROSTER 


Chief  of  Police 

Lieutenant 

Sergeants 


Regular  Patrolmen 


Supervisor/Administrative  Ass't 
Reserve  Patrolmen 


Special/Auxiliary  Officers 


Arthur  S.  Heard 

H.  Robinson  Vail 

Russell  M.  Sanforci 
ID  Officer/Photo 

Daniel  G.  O'Shea 
Training  Officer 

Dana  E.  Sanger 

Crime  Prevention/Court  Officer 

Donald  H.  Walsh 

Gerald  M.  Harrison 
Photo/Fingerprint  Officer 

James  F.  Harris 

Richard  D.  LeBel 
Juvenile/Safety  Officer 

David  B.  Connelly 
Firearms  Officer 

John  W.  Hayward 

Catherine  M.  Fryer 

Allen  0.  Weiss 
Peter  R.  Yetman 
Edward  M.  Holden  Jr. 
Glenn  R.  Walker 
Raymond  C.  Gerry  Jr. 
David  M.  Bond 
Stephen  Shepard 
Christopher  Kiley 
Robert  Cahill 
Caroline  Guarino 
Robert  Silverstein 
Steven  A.  Weir 
Gary  F.  Hayward 
Jeffrey  P.  Liacos 

Susan  Becker 
Peter  Shabowich 
William  Davidson 
Susan  A.  Shepard 
Gary  Wildes 
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Police  Dispatchers 


Matrons 


Police  Chaplain 
Police  Surgeon 


Susan  Becker  Sub 

Heidi  Bond  Sub 

Guy  Fleck  P/T 

James  Harris  Sub 

Gary  Hayward  P/T 

John  Hayward  Sub 

Christopher  Kiley  F/T 

Philip  Mahoney  P/T 

Donna  Moore  F/T 

June  Nichols  P/T 

Dana  Sanger  Sub 

Sandra  Sanger  F/T 

Greg  Thing  Sub 

Dawn  Watson  P/T 

Steven  Weir  Sub 

Nellie  R.  Peabody 
Susan  Shepard 
Donna  Moore 

Richard  H.  Stowe  Jr. 

Sherwin  H.  Ritter,  M.D. 


INCIDENTS  /  COMPLAINTS  /  M/V  CITATIONS 


M/V  Accidents 

203 

Larceny 

70 

M/V  Citations 

2206 

Kidnap 

0 

Alarms 

687 

Medical  Aid 

131 

Assault 

7 

Vandalism 

122 

Burglary 

57 

Domestic  Calls 

119 

Rapes 

2 

Obscene  Calls 

23 

Indecent  Exposure 

2 

Deer  Hit  by  M/V 

13 

Miscel laneous 

1509 

ARRESTS  AND 


Assault  7 

Burglary  2 

Drugs  8 

Alcohol  118 

OUI  99 

Protective  Custody  81 


CLEARANCES 


Rape  2 

Warrants  58 

Other  M/V  63 

Disorderly  4 

Receiving  Stolen  Property  3 

Larceny  2 


TOTAL  INCIDENTS  HANDLED  BY  POLICE  IN  1988  -  5598 


COURT  ACTIVITY 

During  1988,  the  Topsfield    Police  Department  generated  revenues  of 
$82,940  in  court  fines  received.    These  monies  were  returned  to  the 
town  by  Salem  District  Court.    Of  the  351  cases  prosecuted  by  the 
department,  a  guilty  finding  was  made  in  261  cases,  a  not  guilty 
finding  in  9  cases,  24  default  warrants  were  issued,  and  57  cases 
are  pending. 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1988 


1988  was  an  extraordinary  year  for  the  Town  as  a  great  many  major 
construction  and  reconstruction  projects  were  completed.     First  and 
foremost  of  these  was  the  Main  Street  renovation  project  which  had  its 
beginning  in  November  1978.     Other  important  projects  were  the  Perkins 
Row  water  supply  realized  as  a  result  of  the  adoption  of  the  Water 
Betterment  Bylaw;  the  Salem  Road  dam  repair  and  improvement  for  which 
the  Town  engineer  is  to  be  commended  for  his  efforts  in  obtaining 
federal  funding;  and  finally  the  renovation  for  the  former  state  police 
barracks  on  Boston  Street  into  which  the  police  department  moved  on 
December  2nd.     Some  of  these  projects  consumed  a  great  amount  of 
patience  and  effort  to  bring  them  to  fruition.     The  Selectmen  thank 
everyone  affected  by  these  construction  projects  for  their  patience  and 
understanding. 

The  Ipswich  Road  gasoline  spill  is  still  under  investigation.  Initial 
engineering  efforts  funded  by  the  Town  revealed  no  migration  of 
gasoline  in  the  groundwater  acquifer  at  the  sites  where  observation 
wells  were  installed.     A  quarterly  observation  well  testing  program 
will  continue  to  monitor  the  acquifer.     In  the  mean  time,  the  DEQE  is 
gradually  proceeding  with  their  investigation  as  mandated  under  Chapter 
21E  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  July,  our  Dog  Officer  of  some  20  years  Howard  "Red"  Stultz  retired. 
The  Selectmen,  after  a  consiming  search,  have  appointed  a  successor, 
Carol  Larocque  of  Ipswich,  who  will  commence  her  duties  on  or  about  the 
15th  of  December. 

A  new  two  year  contract  with  Topsfield  Police  Benevolent  Association 
was  executed  after  extensive  negotiations  which  included  the  mediation 
services  of  the  State's  Joint  Labor-Management  Committee.  This 
contract  is  retroactive  to  July  1  of  this  year. 

In  September,  our  Town  Accountant  Roxanne  Ford  Tieri  announced  her 
resignation  from  that  office  because  she  is  moving  out  of  State.  The 
Board  accepted  her  resignation  with  great  regret.     It  will  be  very 
difficult  to  find  a  successor  as  dedicated  and  knowledgeable  as 
Roxanne. 

The  Town  is  currently  involved  in  several  court  actions.     These  include 
the  closing  of  Lockwood  Lane  at  the  Boxford  Town  line  as  mandated  by 
the  1987  Annual  Town  Meeting;  the  issuance  of  a  Determination  of 
Applicability  by  the  Conservation  Commission  relative  to  the  Justice 
Resource  Institute's  intention  of  constructing  a  facility  for 
handicapped  young  men  and  boys  on  property  off  Ipswich  Road  near  the 
Ipswich  Town  line,  and  a  number  of  other  land  use  issues  that  have  or 
may  be  settled  out  of  court.     The  Board  is  hopeful  that  these  can  be 
resolved  reasonably  and  in  a  timely  fashion. 
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The  Housing  Site  Selection  Committee  appointed  a  year  ago  by  the 
Selectmen  in  response  to  the  1987  Annual  Town  Meeting's  Sense  of  the 
Meeting  resolution  relative  to  affordable  housing  in  Town  submitted 
their  final  report  to  the  Board.     Therein  two  recommendatioi.s  were  made 
1.  to  use  a  portion  of  Bare  Hill  Park  at  its  north  easterly  comer  for 
affordable  housing,  and  2.  to  petition  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  Mary  Knoll  property  for  open  space  and  cemetery  use. 
The  Board  accepted  the  report  and  took  the  matter  under  advisement. 
The  Selectmen  thank  the  members  of  the  committee  for  their  efforts  and 
the  report. 

The  Selectmen  convened  an  ad  hoc  committee  composed  of  Board  members. 
Finance  Committee  members.  Town  Treasurer,  and  Accountant  to  formulate 
plans  to  reconcile  the  Proposition  2  1/2  levy  growth  limit  with  the 
growth  of  the  annual  Town  budget  which  this  fiscal  year  is  within  1.8% 
of  that  limit.     The  levy  growth  limit  is  now  much  more  important  than 
it  has  been  previously,  and  the  Committee  is  actively  reviewing  the 
situation. 

In  May,  the  Selectmen  welcomed  Robert  Smales  to  the  Board.     He  succeeds 
William  Johnson  whose  term  expired.     Merlin  Miller  was  named  chairman 
and  Robert  Smales  was  named  clerk  of  the  Board. 

The  Selectmen  thank  the  Town  Boards,  Commissioners,  and  officers  for 
their  help  and  cooperation  during  this  eventful  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Merlin  Miller,  Chairman 
Robert  Smales,  Clerk 
Holger  Luther,  Selectman 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPnPT 


School  Committee 


Janice  Ablon,  Chairperson 
Thomas  Collins,  Vice  Chairperson 
Margery  Daniels 
Jan  is  Masone 
Janet  McEntee 


Term 
Term 
Term 
Term 
Term 


Expires,  1990 

Expires,  198^ 

Expires,  1991 

Expires,  1989 

Expires,  1989 


School  Superintendent,  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Connelly 
Assistant  to  the  Superintendent,  Robert  R.  Mil  ley 
Administrator  for  Special  Education,  Mary  Ellen  Clark 


School  Committee  Operation 

The  Topsfield  School  Committee  holds  regular  meetings  on  the  first  and 
third  Monday  of  each  month.  Meetings  are  held  in  the  Proctor  School 
Library  at  7:30  p.m.  They  are  open  to  the  public  and  citizens  are 
encouraged  to  attend.  Individuals  or  groups  may  have  an  item  placed 
on  the  agenda  by  forwarding  a  written  request  to  the  Superintendent. 
A  notice  is  posted  in  the  Town  Hall  in  the  event  of  special  meetings 
or  a  change  in  the  date  or  place  of  meetings. 

The  major  objective  of  the  Committee  continues  to  be  the  provision  of 
a  quality  educational  program  within  available  funding  resources. 
Ongoing  curriculum  renewal   is  provided  within  the  grade  organization 
of  K-2  at  the  Steward  School  and  3-6  at  the  Proctor  School   through  a 
curriculum  revision  effort  which  addresses  a  major  curriculum  area 
each  year  on  a  seven  year  cycle  for  each  subject.     The  current  school 
year  is  the  second  year  in  a  two-year  curriculum  endeavor  to  revise 
the  elementary  science  curriculum. 

An  Early  Childhood  Education  Committee  has  functioned  since  1987  to 
review  educational  models  and  curriculum  for  pre-school  children. 

An  Act  Improving  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  commonly 
referred  to  as  "Chapter  188",     continues  to  be  effectively  implemented 
in  the  Topsfield  Public  Schools.     Through  state  funding  via  Chapter 
188,  a  number  of  programs  and  projects  have  been  made  possible.  Two 
such  programs  are  the  School   Improvement  Council  and  the  Horace  Mann 
Teacher  Programs. 

Each  school  has  formed  a  School   Improvement  Council  comprised  of  a 
citizen  at  large,  parents,  teachers  and  principals.     The  SIC  at  each 
school  determines  how  to  allocate  the  $10  per  pupil   in  funding 
received  from  the  state  in  the  purchase  of  equipment,  enrichment 
materials,  and  or  activities  for  that  school. 

Horace  Mann  projects  allow  teachers  to  receive  state-funded  stipends 
for  a  number  of  activities  that  extend  beyond  their  normal  duties, 
enabling  a  variety  of  well-planned  and  effective  programs. 
Resultingly,  special  activities  are  ongoing  in  science,  early 
elementary  programs,  educational   technology  planningand  staff 
development  planning.     An  advisorship  for  a  student-operated  Proctor 
School  Newspaper  was  funded  through  a  Horace  Mann  grant. 
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During  the  past  year,  repair  and  replacement  of  most  of  the  Proctor 
School  roof  was  accomplished,  utilizing  funds  from  a  town  warrant. 
Both  school  buildings  were  also  rekeyed  and  had  security  systems 
installed.     Replacement  of  worn  carpeting  in  six  rooms  at  the  Proctor 
School  and  installation  of  new  carpeting  in  three  Steward  School 
classrooms  were  accomplished  in  accordance  with  the  second  year  of  a 
three-year  plan.     These  and  other  large  scale  undertakings  are 
coordinated  with  the  cooperation  and  input  from  Head  Custodians  David 
Comeau  at  the  Proctor  School  and  Joseph  Sokolowski  at  the  Steward 
School . 

The  School  Committee  continues  to  support  effective  utilization  of  the 
school  plant.     In  addressing  its  fiscal   limitations,  the  Committee 
maintains  the  policy  of  renting  classroom  space  not  currently  needed. 
Three  rooms  at  the  Proctor  School  are  rented  to  the  Greater  Lawrence 
Educational  Collaborative  for  special  education  classes.     Not  only 
beneficial   from  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  this  arrangement  provides  an 
excellent  school  setting  for  the  children  and  broadens  the 
perspectives  of  parents,  teachers,  and  students  who  share  in  the 
Proctor  School  environment.     Two  classrooms  are  utilized  at  the 
Steward  School  for  use  by  Steward  Station,  a  program  that  provides 
extended  day  care  for  approximately  fifty  school-aged  students. 

The  School  Committee  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  retirement  of  Martina 
Evans.     Mrs.  Evans  retired  in  June,   1988  after  21  years  of  service  as 
a  first  grade  teacher  in  Topsfield.     Her  dedication  and  teaching 
excellence  will   long  be  remembered  by  the  Topsfield  community.  The 
Committee  also  acknowledges  the  contributions  of  Steward  School 
secretary.  Donna  Kenney,  who  left  Topsfield  after  seven  years  of 
service:  and  the  services  of  Josephine  DiChiara  who  departed  after 
four  years  as  a  cafeteria  worker  at  Steward  and  Proctor  Schools. 

The  School  Committee  expresses  special  recognition  for  Jean  Killian, 
who  retired  in  November,  1988  after  21  years  of  service  in  the  Central 
Office  of  the  School  Union,   in  the  capacity  of  secretary  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools  and,  more  recently,  as  Bookkeeper  for  the 
Union.     Mrs.  Kil Man's  commitment  and  expertise  helped  the  School 
Union  provide  the  quality  school  system  to  the  residents  of  Topsfield 
and  Boxford. 

The  School  Committee  acknowledges  and  commends  the  outstanding 
contribution  and  support  the  Topsfield  Parent/Teacher  Organization  has 
provided  for  the  schools.     Numerous  enrichment  programs  and  materials, 
the  cultural  activities,  and  educational   field  trips  have  resulted 
from  the  fiscal  support  of  the  Organization  and  have  clearly  served  to 
provide  the  breadth  of  experiences  for  the  students  that  the  classroom 
alone  cannot  deliver.     The  ongoing  communication  and  moral  support 
from  the  PTO  have  served  to  bring  parents,  teachers,  administrators, 
and  committee  members  together  with  the  goal  of  providing  a  quality 
education  for  all  Topsfield  children. 
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Fiscal 


The  required  submission  of  this  Annual  Report   in  December  does  not 
make  it  possible  to  provide  specific  information  on  the  1989/1980 
fiscal  year  budget.     The  budget  development  process  is  an  extensive 
and  involved  task  during  which  the  Committee  must  make  difficult 
decisions  to  bring  into  balance  both  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
community  and  elements  of  quality  and  appropriate  educational 
services.     Increasing  costs  associated  with  school  transportation, 
building  maintenance,  and  increased  enrollment  must  be  addressed. 

Escalating  costs  within  the  special  education  program,  mandated  by 
Chapter  766  make  the  task  even  more  difficult.     The  Committee  makes 
every  attempt  to  avail   itself  to  state  and  federal  funding.  P.L. 
94-142,  P.L.  89-313  and  Chapter  One  were  utilized  to  help  offset  costs 
for  special  education  and  compensatory  education  staff,  as  well  as  for 
guidance  counselor  and  special   tutor  salaries. 

State  funding  was  received  through  Chapter  Two  and  is  used  to  provide 
the  services  of  a  reading  aide  at  the  Steward  School. 

An  E.E.S.A.  Title  II  grant  was  awarded  to  Topsfield  and  will  provide 
funding  for  staff  development  in  science  and  elementary  mathematics. 
An  Educational  Technology  Capital   Improvements  Grant  has  been  applied 
for  that  will,   if  approved,  fund  the  acquisition  of  educational 
computer  systems  In  the  Steward  and  Proctor  Schools.     A  grant  from  the 
Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs  will  be  used  to  provide  training  and 
materials  for  implementation  of  Project  Charlie — a  self  esteem 
development  and  drug  awareness  program  initiated  during  1986/1987. 

Early  Childhood  Grant  (Special  Education)  -  An  Early  Childhood 
Allocation  grant  was  awarded  to  provide  individual  and  group  speech 
and  language  therapy  for  pre-schoolers. 

Special  Education  -  Project  Tutor  Grant  (94-142)  and  Project  Help 
Grant  (89-313)  -  two  continuing  federal  grants  providing  for  a  school 
adjustment  counselor,  two  special  needs  teacher  aides,  materials, 
equipment  and  teacher  in-service  training. 

Special  Net  Electronic  Mail  Bulletin  Board  Grant  (Special  Education)  - 
A  grant  received  from  the  Department  of  Education  for  the  purpose  of 
instituting  Special  Net,  an  electronic  mail  bulletin  board,  modem, 
software,  and  other  computer  peripheral. 

Curriculum  and  Instruction 

Each  school  year,  the  School  Committee  establishes  goals  for  the 
development  of  new  curriculum  change  within  the  schools  and  set  the 
general  direction  for  instructional  approaches  within  the  classroom. 
This  year,  the  School  Committee  has  established  eight  curriculum 
related  objectives. 

1.  To    continue  to  Implement  Chapter  188.     "To  continue  to  take  all 
necessary  steps  to  meet  the  requirements  of  and/or  take  advantage 
of  the  opportunities  of  Chapter  188,  the  Public  School  Improve- 
ment Act  of  1985" . 

2.  To  further  develop  the  Staff  Development  Program. 

3.  To  continue  the  curriculum  revision  cycle  in  Science  with 
emphasis  on  a  process/hands-on  approach. 
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4.  To  put   into  operation  the  first  year  of  a  revised  three-year  plan 
for  academic  development  and  instructional  materials  acquisition. 

5.  To  develop  an  early  childhood  program  plan  that  addresses  long 
range  needs  in  the  areas  of  3  and  4  year  old  screening  and 
servicing,   include  extended  or  full  day  programs  and 
developmental  curriculum. 

6.  To  develop  creative  and  critical   thinking  models  for 
Implementation  into  the  regular  curriculum. 

7.  To  develop  a  comprehensive  long-range  plan  for  the  integration  of 
technology  with  the  K-6  instructional  program. 

8.  Review  the  systemwide  testing  program,   including  basic  skills  and 
local  standardized  testing. 

Sglgpgg  Cvrrlgyilvm 

An  elementary  Science  Committee  of  teachers,  parents,  and 
administrators  from  Topsfield,  Boxford  and  Middleton  in  September, 
1987  to  review  the  existing  program  and  to  develop  recommendations  for 
improvement  in  accordance  with  the  regular  cycle  for  curriculum 
development.     Through  a  consensus  Philosophy,  the  school  department 
states  a  commitment  to  the  development  of  a  program  that  is  current, 
balanced  among  earth,   life,  and  physical  science,  focuses  on  process 
skills,  and  which  promotes  higher  order  thinking  skills.     Elements  of 
the  revised  curriculum  are  being  piloted  during  the  1988/1989  school 
year.     Other  activities  include  a  refinement  of  the  scope  and 
sequence,  articulation  of  objectives,  and  identification  of 
appropriate  classroom  activities.     The  full  curriculum  implementation 
process  Is  expected  to  begin  in  the  fall  of  1989. 

Early  Childhood  Education 

An  Early  Childhood  Education  Committee  was  formed  in  1987  to  explore 
educational  models  and  curriculum  for  pre-Kindergarten  students. 
Committee  research  on  pre-school  screening  instruments  and  on  entrance 
age  provided  input  for  current  policies  and  procedures.     During  the 
1988/1989  school  year,  the  Early  Childhood  Committee  established  two 
goa 1 s : 

a)  to  expand  and  improve  the  district-'s  outreach  efforts  in 
identifying  special  needs  students  within  the  3-5  year-old 
population  to  provide  early  intervention  services 

b)  to  develop  an  Early  Childhood  developmental  curriculum. 
Educational  Technology  Planning 

A  Technology  Planning  Committee  was  established  in  October,  1988  to 
develop  long  range  strategies  for  the  implementation  of  computers  and 
other  technologies  in  the  schools.     A  district  philosophy  was 
developed  that  affirmed  that  computers  were  most  appropriately  used  as 
a  tool   in  delivering  the  existing  curriculum;  and,  as  a  vehicle  for 
revitalizing  specific  curriculum  areas.    The  strategic  plan  that 
results  will   identify  priority  areas  of  application,  hardware  and 
software  requirements,  staff  development  needs,  and  organizational 
strategies.     Other  important  technologies  such  as  videotape  and 
videodisk  will  be  explored  for  potential  use  in  the  district. 
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Academically  Able  Program 


Project  Challenge,  a  program  that  has  been  ongoing  In  the  Topsfleld 
Elementary  Schools  for  the  past  four  years,  has  the  purpose  of 
providing  enrichment  activities  in  critical  and  creative  thinking  for 
all  students  from  K-6.     Also,  through  Project  Challenge,  components  of 
Topsfield's  Academically  Able  program  are  delivered  to  students  In 
grades  4-6  who  have  demonstrated  high  capability  in  the  areas  of  math, 
1 anguagearts,  and  problem  solving.    The  program  instructor  works  with 
students  both  in  class  and  in  special  groups  on  extensions  of  the 
curriculum  on  topics  of  special   interest  to  the  pupils. 

Testing  Program 

In  October  of  each  school  year,  the  Massachusetts  State  Basic  Skills 
Test  is  administered  to  all  eligible  grade  three  and  six  students  in 
reading,  writing,  and  mathematics.     The  purpose  of  these  tests  is  to 
identify  and  assist  individual  students  who  might  be  deficient  in 
these  basic  skills.     State  Assessment  tests  are  delivered  every  other 
year  In  the  spring  to  students  in  grade  four.     During  1988,  the 
assessment  tests  dealt  with  reading,  math,  science,  and  social 
studies.    Assessment  tests  results  provide  information  to  the  schools 
on  areas  of  curriculum  and  instruction  and  assist  the  district  in 
identifying  any  weaknesses  in  their  programs  of  study. 

Also  in  June  of  each  school  year,  the  Topsfleld  Schools  utilize  the 
Iowa  Tests  of  Basic  Skills  in  reading  and  math  in  an  effort  to  provide 
detailed  information  on  the  ability  and  growth  of  individual  students 
in  numerous  sub-skill  areas  so  that  appropriate  instructional  programs 
may  be  prescribed.     The  Iowa  Tests  also  provide  feedback  that  enables 
minor  grade-level  modifications  in  basic  skill   instruction  that  would 
serve  to  improve  group  performance. 

Results  from  all  components  of  the  standardized  testing  program  are 
wel 1 -ut 1 1 ized  in  an  attempt  to  monitor,  evaluate,  and  continually 
fine-tune  the  instructional  process. 


Tg^ghgr  In-ggrvlgg  Training 

The  School  Committee  continues  to  place  strong  emphasis  on  staff 
in-service  programs  through  the  implementation  of  a  year-long 
in-service  plan  that  focuses  upon  curriculum  priorities  and  Individual 
staff  needs.     A  Staff  Development  Steering  Committee,  funded  through  a 
Horace  Mann  Grant,  provided  valuable  input  for  program  activities. 
In-service  programs  for  the  1988/1989  school  year  include  hands-on 
mathematics,  computer  applications,  science,  and  social  studies 
offerings.     Several  other  offerings  directly  related  to  classroom 
issues  were  also  offered.     In  addition,  the  Committee  provides 
incentives  through  tuition  reimbursement  programs  for  teachers  to 
pursue  graduate  level  coursework  outside  of  the  school  day.     It  is  the 
position  of  the  Committee  that  this  ongoing  renewal  process 
facilitates  implementation  of  new  curriculum  and  instructional 
techniques  and  enables  teachers  to  maintain  their  professional  skills. 
A  well-trained  and  competent  professional  staff  will  benefit  all 
students  in  the  schools  through  increased  awareness  of  new  educational 
techniques  and  current  content. 
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National  Award  for  Excellence 


In  the  spring  of  1988,  the  Steward  Elementary  School  was  recognized  by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Education  for  Excellence  in  Education. 
One  of  250  schools  from  across  the  country  to  be  so  honored.  Principal 
Eva  Paddock,  parent  Georgianna  Sozanski,  and  staff  member  Joanne 
Woodard  represented  Topsfield  by  attending  special  ceremonies  in 
Washington,  D.C.  to  receive  the  award.     The  School  Committee  commends 
the  entire  staff  of  the  Steward  School,  the  Steward  students  and 
parents,  and  the  entire  faculty  and  administration  of  the  Topsfield 
Public  Schools.     Th  award  is  considered  a  reflection  of  the  effort  the 
school  district  and  community  as  a  whole  makes  to  provide  the  most 
fulfilling  education  possible  to  its  student  population. 


Health  Services 

The  health  service  is  an  important  facet  of  the  school  program.  The 
responsibilities  carried  on  by  School  Nurse,  Julia  McArdle  and  School 
Physician,  Kenneth  Zinn,   include  the  following: 


Physical  examinations  4th  Grade               9  students 

Massachusetts  vision  tests  All  Students        10  referrals 

Massachusetts  hearing  tests  All  Students         8  referrals 

Postural  Screening  (scoliosis)  5th  &  6th  Grade  Students      7  referrals 

Pre-School  Screening  3  students 

T.B.  Testing  11  staff 

Home  Visits/Developmental  History  10  students 

In  addition,   ill  and  injured  children  were  given  proper  care.  The 
height  and  weight  of  all  students  were  recorded.    All  health  records 
were  reviewed  and  updated.     As  of  November  1st,  all  students  were  in 
compliance  with  the  state  immunization  requirements.     The  law  requires 
immunization  against  diphtheria,  pertussis  (whooping  cough),  tetanus, 
measles,  polio,  mumps,  and  rubella  as  a  condition  of  school 
attendance.     A  child  may  be  admitted  upon  certification  by  a  physician 
that  the  health  of  the  child  would  be  endangered  by  such 
immunizations,  or  by  certification  of  the  parents  that  immunization 
conflicts  with  their  sincere  religious  beliefs.     Parents  are  urged  to 
have  immunizations  completed  prior  to  the  March  registration  for 
k  i  ndergarten . 


The  School  Committee  approved  adoption  of  the  State  Department  of 
Education  policy  dealing  with  AIDS  stricken  children.     An  addendum  was 
also  approved  that  expands  the  policy  to  provide  safeguards  to  the 
confidentiality  of  a  stricken  student,  and  to  ensure  an  undisrupted 
educational  program  for  such  a  student. 

Spggial  Nggijs  in  EclvgaUgn 

Both  state  and  federal   laws  require  the  provision  of  educational 
services  for  all  handicapped  students  residing  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  School  Committee.     The  services  required  by  special  needs 
students  have  increased.     There  are  two  factors  involved  in  this 
increase.     The  first  one  relates  to  the  increase  in  enrollment  in 
special  needs  programs  and  the  second  relates  to  an  increase  in  the 
severity  of  need  of  incoming  special  education  students.  These 
increased  demands  for  service  have  created  a  correlated  demand  for 
additional  staff  time  that  has  taxed  the  fiscal  resources  available 
for  programming  the  special  needs  students.     Should  this  trend 
continue,  there  will  be  a  need  to  expand  the  level  of  services 
available  to  provide  programs  for  special  needs  children. 
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In  an  effort  to  provide  greater  program  options,  Topsfield  Is  a  member 
of  the  Greater  Lawrence  Educational  Collaborative.     The  Collaborative 
an  organization  composed  of  several  Merrimac  Valley  school  districts,' 
shares  a  common  need  to  provide  programs  for  certain  handicapped 
chlildren.     Membership  brings  quality  programming  at  a  lesser  cost. 

For  the  1988/1989  school   year,  the  special  needs  staff  consists  of  one 
special  education  administrator,  two  full-time  resource  room  teachers, 
one  part-time  speech  and  language  teacher,  two  part-time  guidance 
counselors,  one  full-time  teacher  of  the  hearing  impaired,  one 
full-time  and  three  part-time  teacher  aides. 

Outside  agencies  are  contracted  with  to  obtain  specialized  services 
such  as  occupational  and  physical   therapy.     Transportation  continues 
to  be  contracted  with  the  McGregor-Smith  Transportation  Co.  in 
Georgetown . 


?ghQ<?i  Lvngh  Prpqr^ 

The  school    lunch  program  prepared  and  served  42,900  Class  A  school 
lunches  to  students  and  staff  during  the  1987/1988  school  year.  In 
addition,  5,000  meals  were  prepared  for  senior  citizens.     Some  of 
these  were  consumed  in  the  Proctor  School   lunchroom;  others  were 
transported  to  shut-ins  via  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Program. 

A  simple  statement  of  finances  for  the  1987/1988  school  year  is 
offered  below: 


RggeiPtg 


ExpgniJityrgs 


Pupi 1  sal es 
Adult  sales 
U.S.D.A. 
Other 


S42.900.17 
5,444.97 
10,838.59 
3,710.22 


Food 

Labor 

Other 


$30,195.49 
35,591 .63 
1,116.99 


Total  S62,893.95  $66,904.11 

The  statement  shows  a  deficit.     However,  all  government  reimbursements 
owed  to  the  program  at  that  time  had  not  been  returned.     Upon  their 
receipt,  the  program  will  have  a  small  profit.     Again,  participation 
in  the  Educational  Cooperative  has  helped  to  decrease  the  price  of 
items  such  as  bread  and  milk. 

The  cost  of  a  school   lunch  has  been  maintained  at  $0.75.     Dessert  is 
available  for  an  additional  $0.25.     Free  and  reduced  price  lunches 
continue  to  be  available  to  families  meeting  federally-established 
income  levels.     Parents  are  urged  to  contact  their  school's  principal 
if  there  is  a  question  of  eligibility.     The  anonymity  of  children  and 
parents  will  be  protected. 

Senior  citizens  meals  are  served  at  Proctor  daily  at  the  cost  of  $.50. 
All  senior  citizens  are  eligible  and  are  encouraged  to  come  for  lunch. 
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School   Calendar.  1989/1990 


September 

5 

Tuesday 

Teacher  Orientation 

September 

6 

Wednesday 

DCnOOl   upens       rui  i  uoiy 

October 

9 

Monday 

Columbus  Day  -  No  School 

November 

22 

Wednesday 

Close  at  Noon  -  Thanksgiving  Recess 

November 

27 

Monday 

School  Reopens 

December 

22 

Friday 

Close  at  Reg.  Hour  -  Christmas  Vacation 

January 

2 

Tuesday 

School  Reopens 

January 

15 

Monday 

Martin  Luther  King  Day  -  No  School 

February 

16 

Friday 

Close  at  Reg.  Hour  -  Winter  Vacation 

February 

26 

Monday 

School  Reopens 

Apr  11 

13 

Friday 

Close  at  Reg.  Hour  -  Spring  Vacation 

Apri  1 

23 

Monday 

School  reopens 

May 

28 

Monday 

Memorial  Day  -  No  School 

June 

^(21 

Thursday 

Close  at  Reg.  Hour  -  Summer  Vac.   (El  em. 

If  statutory 

requirements  have  been  met. 

Enrollment.  October  1.  1988 


K       T        1         2        3        4        5        6  Total 
Steward  School  76     14       70       65  225 

Proctor  School  68     70       62       63  263 


DISTRICT  TOTAL  -  488 
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guff  Dirggtgrv 

„      ^       _  ^     ,  Col  1 ege  or 

PrOPtpr  gghQQl  SMt>.iggt  Appointment       Degree  Unlvprsitv 


Wi  1  1  i sun  Leccese 

Pr  1 nc  i  pal 

o 

John  Deveney 

3 

Pau 1 ine  Renaud 

3 

Rhonda  B I  beau 

3-4 

Virginia  Warwick 

3-4 

Lori  June  Byman 

4 

Linda  Cristofaro 

4 

Gloria  Thurston 

4 

Susan  Cottis 

5 

GyoenQyi  Ouinn 

5 

Al fred  Jones 

5-6 

Janet  Rider 

5-6 

Jean  Bowman 

6 

Thomas  Voyer 

6 

Soer*  \  A  \  i  st  *? 

Christine  Trombley 

Art 

Deborah  Levinson 

Musi  c 

P  F 
It  •  Ci  • 

SonHra   Poa;^  1 

Arthur  Barnett 

Guid.  Coun. 

Lisa  Coburn-Brennan 

Sp.  Ed. 

Joanne  Woodard 

Sp.  Ed. 

El izabeth  Weston 

Speech 

Kathleen  Curran 

Media 

Amy  Martin 

Academi  ca 1 1 y 

Able 

Cynthia  DeSeife 

Academical  1 y 

Able 

Mary  Ellen  Dunsmore 

Chapter  1 

Kathryn  Pickering 

Hear  i  ng 

1987 

BS 

Salem  State  Col . 

M.Ed. 

Salem  State  Col . 

CAGS 

Suffolk  Univ. 

1966 

BS 

Simmons 

1 977 

BS 

Sal  em  State  Col . 

1  y  f  0 

BS 

Harvard  Univ. 

M .  Ed. 

Sal  em  State  Col . 

1983 

BS 

Boston  State  Col . 

1  987 

BA 

Gordon  Col  1 ege 

Sal  em  State  Col . 

1987 

BS 

Boston  Col  1 ege 

M.Ed. 

Lesl ey  Col  1 ege 

1974 

BA 

Univ.  of  Mass. 

1  Vo4 

BA 

Tufts  Univ. 

1 976 

BS 

Boston  Univ. 

M .  Ed . 

Un I V .  of  N . H . 

1 988 

BS 

Sa 1  em  State  Col . 

1 960 

BS 

Northeastern 

M.  Ed. 

Cambr  i  dge  Co 1 1 ege 

1969 

BS 

Bridgewater  State 

1 980 

BA 

Univ.  of  Mass. 

M.Ed. 

Univ.  of  PA 

1962 

BS 

Sal  em  State  Col . 

1974 

BA 

Merrimack  College 

M.Ed. 

Lowel 1  State 

1971 

BS 

Gordon  Col  1 ege 

1981 

BS 

Bridgewater  State 

1969 

BS 

Iowa  State 

1982 

BA 

Boston  Univ. 

M  .Ed. 

Boston  Univ. 

1987 

BA 

Brooklyn  College 

M.Ed. 

Boston  Univ. 

Univ.  of  Mass. 

1986 

BS 

Boston  Univ. 

1986 

BS 

Westfield  State 

1970 

BA 

San  Diego  State 

M.Ed. 

Purdue 

1986 

BA 

Emmanuel  Col  1 ege 

M.LS 

Simmons  Col  1 ege 

1985 

BS 

U.  of  Wisconsin 

M.Ed. 

Lesl ey  Col  1 ege 

1988 

BA 

Dickerson  Col  1 ege 

M.Ed. 

Lesl ey  Col  1 ege 

1985 

BS 

Sal  em  State  Col  . 

M.Ed. 

Sal  em  State  Col . 

1985 

M.Ed. 

Western  MD  Col . 
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Col  1 ege  or 

Steward  gphpol  gylpJept  Appointment  Degrg?  UnivergUy 


Eva  Paddock 

Principal 

Shirley  Joslyn 

K 

Susan  O'Brien 

K 

Lisa  Hancock 

T 

Catherine  Col  1  ins 

1 

Lena  Madden 

1 

Deboray  Muench 

1 

El izabeth  Keith 

1-2 

Lawrence  MacElhiney 

1-2 

Joyce  Bergsten 

2 

Susan  Martin 

2 

1 986 

MA 

Lesl ey  Col  1 ege 

CAGS 

Lesl ey  Col  1 ege 

1  OC  1 
i  Vol 

DO 

r  lynioutn  oLare 

1987 

BS 

Boston  State  Col . 

1986 

BS 

Wheel ock  Col  1 ege 

1987 

BA 

Tufts  University 

1988 

BA 

Framingham  St.  Col 

1988 

BA 

Simmons  Col  1 ege 

1976 

BS 

Rhode  Island  Univ. 

1977 

BA 

Ohio  Wesleyan 

M.Ed. 

Sal  em  State  Col . 

1979 

BS 

U.  of  Cincinnati 

1965 

BS 

Lesl ey  Col  1 ege 

M.Ed. 

Boston  University 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ENGINEER 


1988  was  a  busy  year  with  the  majority  of  my  time  devoted  to  the  Board 
of  Health  with  respect  to  septic  systems  and  solid  waste  disposal. 
While  the  nianber  of  percolation  tests  conducted  on  potential  new 
building  lots  remained  about  the  same  as  in  1987,  only  about  half  the 
number  of  Disposal  Works  Construction  Permits  were  issued. 


1988  Percolation  Tests  Conducted 
Potential  new  building  lots      -  65 
Existing  lots:  repair  and/or  upgrading      -  36 

1988  Disposal  Works  Construction  Permits  Issued 
New  Construction      -  12 
Repairs/Upgrading      -  28 


Two  major  roadway  reconstruction  projects  were  completed  during  1988. 
The  most  significant  was  the  widening  of  Main  Street  and  upgrading  of 
the  downtown  area  which  was  finally  realized  after  almost  ten  (10) 
years  of  planning.     The  cooperation  of  the  effected  home  owners  and 
businesses  as  well  as  the  patience  of  all  residents  who  were 
inconvenienced  by  the  construction  activity  helped  to  minimize  the 
period  of  disruption.     The  other  project  was  the  reconstruction  of  a 
portion  of  Salem  Road  near  the  Danvers  Town  line  which  was  washed-out 
in  the  spring  of  1987.     The  repairs  were  completed  during  the  Slimmer 
and  Salem  Road  was  reopened  to  traffic  in  September. 

During  1988,  the  Town  installed  a  series  of  groundwater  monitoring 
wells  within  a  portion  of  the  recharge  area  of  the  Town's  water  supply 
and  instituted  a  groundwater  sampling  program.    This  program  serves  as 
an  early  warning  system  to  detect  groundwater  contamination  before  it 
could  effect  our  drinking  water. 

A  Town  Mapping  Study  Committee  is  under  consideration  to  investigate 
the  development  of  town-wide  topographical  plans  and  to  update  the 
Assessor's  maps.    Through  the  efforts  of  this  Committee,  1989  should 
bring  the  Town  closer  to  meeting  the  need  for  detailed  mapping. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  E.  Downing,  Town  Engineer 
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TOWN  aERK  REPORT 


For  the  calendar  year  1988,  the  follcwing  statistical  data  was 
tabulated. 


Vitals: 


Thirty-one  (31)  marriage  intentions  were  filed. 
Thirty  (30)  marriage  licenses  were  issued. 
Sixty-two  (62)  birth  certificates  were  filed. 
Thirty-five  (35)  death  certificates  were  filed. 
Five  (5)  death  certificates  were  issued. 


Licenses; 


Seven  hundred  and  ninety  eight  (798)  dog  licenses  were 


Two  (2)  kennel  licenses  were  issued. 
Ninety-eight  (98)  fishing  licenses  were  issued. 
Seventy-three  (73)  hunting  licenses  were  issued. 
Four  (A)  Archery/Primitive  Firearms  stamps  were  issued, 
Forty-five  (45)  Mass.  Waterfowl  stamps  were  issued. 
Five  (5)  raffle  permits  were  issued. 


The  Town  Warrants,  Town  Meeting  Minutes  and  election  results  for 
the  1988  calendar  year  follow.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  all  who  contributed  to  the  effective  operation  of  this  office 
over  the  past  year,  especially  our  dedicated  election  workers  and  you, 
the  townspeople  for  your  support.  Further,  I  would  like  to 
acknowledge  the  outstanding  and  highly  professional  job  performances 
of  Assistant  Town  Clerks  Nancymae  Kimball  and  Joan  Glatz.  The  Town 
is  most  fortunate  to  have  them  working  on  its  behalf. 
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WARRANT  FOR  THE  1988  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  Said  County, 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

PROCTOR  SCHOOL 
WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 

in  said  Topsfield,  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  May,  1988,  at  thirty 
minutes  after  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  (7:30  p.m.),  then  and 
there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

ARTICLE  FIRST:  To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting. 

ARTICLE  SECOND:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorise  the  Town 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money 
from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year 
beginning  July  1,  1988,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
General  Laws,  Chapter  A4,  Section  A,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes 
therefor,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as 
may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with 
General  Laws,  Chapter  AA,  Section  17,  as  amended. 

ARTICLE  THIRD:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways,  and  all  other  Town  expenses, 
fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  all  elective  officers  from 
July  1st  and  determine  the  manner  of  expending  the  same. 

ARTICLE  FOURTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer  to  enter  into  a  compensating  balance  agreement  or  agreements 
for  fiscal  year  1989  pursuant  to  Chapter  AA,  Section  53F  of  the  General 
Laws,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the 
Revenue  Sharing  Account  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Town 
expenses    which  are  not  otherwise  appropriated  thereto. 

ARTICLE  SIXTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any 
part  of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

A.  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library 
Trustees . 

B.  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

C.  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

D.  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 


83 


ARTICLE  SEVENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  funds  under 
PL874  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  from  said  funds  for  the  Elementary 
School  Budget  for  expenses  which  are  not  otherwise  appropriated  under 
Article  Third,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  EIGHTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  from  the  "Dog  Tax  Refund  from  the  County  account  for  the  support 
of  Public  Libraries  or  Schools"  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
General  Laws,  Chapter  172,  as  amended,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  NINTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  exm  of  money  for  the 
Reserve  Fund,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  svmi  money 
from  the  receipt  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the 
Cemetery  Department,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  ELEVENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess, 
transfer  from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the 
Cemetery  Commissioners  for  clearing  and  grading  of  existing  cemetery 
land  for  the  purpose  of  providing  salable  grave  lots  at  the  Pine  Grove 
Cemetery. 

ARTICLE  TWELFTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Cemetery 
Commissioners  to  purchase  a  walk-behind  lawn  mower  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRTEENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  (under  such  terms  as  they  deem  available),  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  45,  Section  14  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended, 
to  enter  into  a  lease  with  the  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  for 
certain  property  in  Topsfield  commonly  known  as  Emerson  Field,  and  to 
see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  this  lease,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FOURTEENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  1989 
Fiscal  Year  Gross  Operating  Regional  Vocational  School  District  Budget 
(a  copy  of  which  is  on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk's  Office)  and  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  Town's  assessment  of  same,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
the reto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTEENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  use  by 
the  Tri-Town  Council  for  their  operating  expenses,  such  funds  to  be 
administered  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 
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ARTICLE  SIXTEENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Subcommittee  of  the 
Conservation  Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  SEVENTEENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Works  and  Public  Highways  for  the  ensuing  year,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  EIGHTEENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  appoint  constables,  in  addition  to  the  elected 
constable,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  in  Massachusetts  General 
Laws,  Chapter  Al,  Section  1  and  91A,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 


ARTICLE  NINETEENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Highway 
Surveyor,  to  purchase  and  equip  a  one  ton  four-wheel  drive  dump  truck 
with  plow,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TWENTIETH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  e\m  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Highway 
Surveyor  to  purchase  a  nine  (9)  foot  sander  body  for  one  highway 
vehicle,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-FIRST:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  accept  a  conveyance  of  all  or  a  portion  of  a 
parcel  of  land  in  Topsfield  known  as  "Maryknoll,"  and  owned  by  the 
Department  of  Capital  Planning  and  Operations  of  the  Commonwealth,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  Chapter  705  Housing,  and  have  said 
conveyance  recorded  at  the  Essex  County  Registry  of  Deeds,  provided 
however,  that  said  land  is  conveyed  in  fiscal  year  1989  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 


ARTICLE  TWENTY-SECOND:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Fire 
Chief  to  regrade  and  resurface  the  access  area  at  Fire  Headquarters,  or 
take  any  other  action  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY -THIRD :  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Fire  Chief 
to  purchase  a  new  telephone  system  to  be  installed  at  Fire 
Headquarters,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-FOURTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  X 
"Classification  and  Compensation  Plan,"  Sections  1.0,  2.0,  and  3.0  of 
the  Town's  "Personnel  Bylaw,"  copies  of  which  amendments  are  on  file  in 
the  Town  Clerk's  office,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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ARTICLE    TWENTY-FIFTH:      To    see  if  the  Town  will  vote    to    amend  the 

Topsfield    Personnel  Bylaw,  so  as  to  delete  Article  V,  Section  A.l,  and 

substitute    a  new  Section  A.l;    a  copy  of  which  is  on  file  in  the  Town 

Clerk's  office,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-SIXTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to 
increase  the  Town's  share  of  medical  coverage  payment  and  life 
insurance  payment  from  50%  to  77%,  and  vote  to  amend  the  Topsfield 
Personnel  Bylaw  dated  May  6,  1987,  so  as  to  delete  Article  VI,  Section 
2.0  Health  Insurance  and  Section  3.0  Life  Insurance  and  substitute  a 
new  Section  2.0  and  a  new  Section  3.0  as  follows: 

Section  2.0  Health  Insurance 

Seventy-seven  (77)  percent  of  the  annual  premium  for  a  Hospitalization 
and  Health  Insurance  program  (HHIP)  for  all  permanent  full-time 
employees  and  their  dependents  shall  be  paid  by  the  Town,  except  where 
employees  elect  to  enroll  in  a  health  insurance  plan  with  an  accredited 
Health  Maintenance  Organization,  the  Town  shall  pay  a  percentage  of 
these  premiums  which  is  the  dollar  equivalent  to  the  HHIP  premium 
contribution,  but  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  (100)  percent. 

Section  3.0  Life  Insurance 

All  permanent  full-time  employees  shall  be  eligible  for  a  Town 
sponsored  life  insurance  plan  in  the  amount  of  up  to  five  thousand 
($5,000)  dollars  with  Accidental  Death  and  Disability  provisions.  The 
town  shall  contribute  seventy-seven  (77)  percent  towards  the  employee's 
premium  payments. 

Or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


ARTICLE  TWENTY-SEVENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  svmi  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Police 
Chief,  to  purchase  and  equip  two  (2)  vehicles  to  be  used  as  police 
cruisers,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY -EIGHTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Police 
Chief,  to  purchase  one  (1)  walkie-talkie  portable  radio,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY -NINTH :  To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt,  amend  and  adopt 
or    reject    an  amendment  to  the  Topsfield  Zoning  Bylaws,  dated    May  6, 

1987,  entitled  "Article  I,  Section  1.50A  Multiple -Family  Residences  for 
the  Elderly,"  a  copy  of  which  is  on  file  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office; 
and    which    has  been  the  subject  of  a  public  hearing  held  on  March  29, 

1988,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  TMIRTIETW:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Town  of 
Topsfield  Zoning  Bylaws  dated  May  6,  1987,  so  as  to  delete  Section  3.11 
"Signs  in  the  Business  District,"  and  Section  3.12  "Signs  in  the 
Residential  District,"  and  Section  5.04  (c)  (2).  Said  amendment  has 
been  the  subject  of  a  public  hearing  held  March  29,  1988,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 
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ARTICLE    THIRTY-FIRST:      To    see    if  the  Town  will  vote    to    raise  and 
assess,     transfer  from  available  funds,  and/or  borrow,  and  appropriate  a 
sum    of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice 
of  the  Park  Commission  to  repair  the  Grove  Street  Tennis  Courts  or  take 
any  other  action  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRT?-SECOND :  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  School 
Committee,  to  purchase  and  install  carpeting  in  the  Steward  and  Proctor 
Schools'  classrooms,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-THIRD:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  School 
Committee,  to  purchase  two  administrative  computer  systems  to  include 
hardware,  administrative  software,  and  necessary  tables  for  use  in  the 
Principal's  office  in  both  the  Proctor  and  Steward  Schools,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY -FOURTH :  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sian  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  School 
Committee,  to  purchase  and  install  intrusion  alarm  systems  at  the 
Proctor  and  Steward  Schools,  to  install  new  locks  on  exterior  doors  at 
both  schools,  and  to  purchase  and  install  floodlights  at  the  Proctor 
School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-FIFTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  General 
Law  Chapter  59,  Section  5,  Clause  37A  relative  to  a  real  estate 
exemption  for  the  handicapped  which  would  replace  Clause  37,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-SIXTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  General 
Law  Chapter  59,  Section  5,  Clause  17D  relative  to  a  real  estate 
exemption  for  the  elderly,  surviving  spouses  and  minor  children  which 
would  replace  Clause  17C,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-SEVENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  General 
Law  Chapter  59,  Section  5,  Clause  41C  relative  to  a  real  estate 
exemption  for  the  elderly  which  would  replace  Clause  41B,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY -EIGHTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Library  Trustees,  to  purchase  a  new  photocopy  machine  for  the  Library, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-NINTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Town 
Engineer,  to  purchase  engineering  equipment  for  use  by  the  Town 
Engineer,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


87 


ARTICLE  FORTIETO:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  abolish  the  present 
Board  of  Park  Coounissioners  and  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  and 
replace  them  with  one  (1)  Board  of  three  (3)  Park  and  Cemetery 
Commissioners,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  1989  Annual  Town  Meeting. 
Said  Board  to  carry  out  the  duties  and  have  the  authority  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners,  pursuant  to  G.L.c.  A5,  Section  2  as  amended; 
and  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners,  pursuant  to  G.L.c.  114, 
Section  22  as  amended.  One  (1)  member  to  be  elected  for  one  (1)  year, 
one  (1)  member  for  two  (2)  years  and  one  (1)  member  to  be  elected  for 
three  (3)  years.  After  the  first  term,  each  member  shall  be  elected 
for  three  years.  Upon  election  and  qualifications  of  the  new  Board  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  existing  boards  shall  terminate,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FORTY-FIRST:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  elect  three  (3) 
Road  Commissioners  upon  the  official  ballot  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
in  1989,  pursuant  to  G.L.c.  Al,  Section  63  as  amended.  One  (1)  member 
to  be  elected  for  one  (1)  year,  one  (1)  member  for  two  (2)  years  and 
one  member  to  be  elected  for  three  (3)  years.  After  the  first  term, 
each  member  shall  be  elected  for  three  years.  Upon  election  of  the 
Road  Commissioners  as  herein  above  provided,  the  office  of  Highway 
Surveyor  is  abolished,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

i\RTICLE  PORTy-SECOND :  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  elect  three  (3) 
Tree  Commissioners  upon  the  official  ballot  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
in  1989.  One  (1)  member  to  be  elected  for  one  (1)  year,  one  (1)  member 
for  two  (2)  years  and  one  (1)  member  to  be  elected  for  three  years. 
After  the  first  term,  each  member  shall  be  elected  for  three  years. 
And  to  adopt,  amend  and  adopt  or  reject  a  bylaw,  entitled  "Tree 
Commission  Bylaw"  as  Article  II,  Section  7  of  the  Topsfield  General 
Bylaws,  a  copy  of  which  amendment  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

ARTICLE  FORT? -THIRD:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  change  the 
position  of  Tree  Warden  from  an  elective  position  to  a  position 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  commencing  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  in  1989,  pursuant  to  G.L.c.  Al,  Section  1  as  amended,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FORTY -FOURTH :  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and 
adopt  or  reject  a  bylaw,  entitled  "Public  Works  Committee  Bylaw",  as 
Article  II,  Section  6  of  the  Topsfield  General  Bylaws,  a  copy  of  which 
amendment  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

ARTICLE  FORTY -FIFTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the 
Topsfield  General  Bylaws  by  deleting  Article  VII,  Section  2-16  entitled 
"enforcement"  substituting  a  new  Section  2-16,  a  copy  of  which  is  on 
file  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  FORTY-SIXTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the 
Topsfield  Zoning  Bylaws  by  deleting  Section  5.06B  entitled  "Penalties," 
and  substituting  a  new  Section  5.06B,  a  copy  of  which  is  on  file  at  the 
Town  Clerk's  office;     or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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ARTICLE  FORTY-SEVENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  Bxm  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Town 
Clerk  to  purchase  a  vote  tabulator,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  FORTY -EIGHTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  change  the 
official  spelling  of  COLERAIN  ROAD  to  COLRAIN  ROAD,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FORTY-NINTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess, 
transfer  from  available  funds,  and/or  borrow  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  repair  and/or 
renovate  the  interior  of  Town  Hall,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTIETH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  purchase  equipment  and 
furnishings  for  use  by  Town  Departments,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTY-FIRST:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Town 
Accountant,  to  perform  an  audit  of  the  Town's  financial  records  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1989,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTY-SECOND:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  contract  with  Cape  Ann 
Transportation  Authority  to  provide  transportation  for  Topsfield 
residents  who  are  handicapped  or  elderly,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 


ARTICLE  FIFTY -THIRD:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  a  new  fee 
schedule  for  Town  Clerk's  fees  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  262,  Section  34,  Clauses  1-79;  the 
schedule  on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTY-FOURTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
assess,  transfer  from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice 
of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  replacement  of  an  existing 
1000'  length  of  water  main  on  Main  Street  from  approximately  the  Parish 
House  to  the  Proctor  School  Driveway,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTY -FIFTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners,  to  purchase  and  equip  a  3/A  ton  utility  truck  to 
replace  an  existing  truck,  and  trade-in  or  sell  one  (1)  truck,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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ARTICLE  FIFTY-SIXTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  discontinue  a 
portion  of  Willowdale  Road  shown  as  part  of  a  turn  around  on  a  plan 
filed  with  the  Town  Clerk.  Said  discontinuance  will  not  include  any 
portion  of  way  bounded  by  parallel  unbroken  lines  and  marked  Willowdale 
Road  as  shown  on  said  plan.  Said  plan  being  recorded  in  the  Essex 
South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  as  Plan  125  of  1965,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTY-SEVENTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Selectmen  to  convey  all  its  right,  title  and  interest  in  a  parcel  of 
land  adjacent  to  Willowdale  Road  to  C.V.H.  Shepard  and  Jean  M. 
Shepard.  Said  parcel  is  part  of  a  turn  around  no  longer  is  used  and 
described  in  a  plan  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  recorded  in  the 
Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  as  Plan  125  of  1965,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTY -EIGHTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Town 
Engineer  to  install  a  curb  cut,  and  remove  any  structures  placed  in  the 
access  area  at  38-A2  Main  Street,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTY -NINTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
Stabilization  Fund. 

ARTICLE  SIXTIETH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  and  direct 
the  Board  of  Assessors  to  transfer  and  appropriate  a  stnn  of  money  from 
free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the  current  year. 
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And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  inhabitants,  qualified  to  vote 
in  the  election  of  Town  Officers,  to  meet  at  the  Parish  House, 
Topsfield,  on 


Thursday,  the  fifth  of  May,  1988,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  to 
bring  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  offices: 

ONE  Moderator     (1  year) 

ONE  Selectmen     (3  years) 

ONE  Assessor     (3  years) 

ONE  Cemetery  Coounissioner     (1  year) 

ONE  Cemetery  Commissioner    (3  years) 

ONE  Coounissioner  of  Trust  Funds   (3  years) 

ONE  Highway  Surveyor     (3  years) 

ONE  Housing  Authority     (1  year) 

ONE  Housing  Authority     (5  years) 

TWO  Library  Trustees     (3  years) 

TOO  Park  Commissioners     (3  years) 

TWO  Planning  Board     (3  years) 

ONE  Regional  District  School  Committee     (3  years) 

ONE  Regional  District  School  Committee     (2  years) 

ONE  School  Committee    (3  years) 

ONE  Tree  Warden     (1  year) 

ONE  Water  Commissioner     (3  years) 


The  polls  will  be  open  from  7:00  a.m.  until  7:00  p.m.  and  you  are 
directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies  thereof,  one 
at  the  Post  Office,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at  each  of  the  Public 
Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at  least  before  time  for 
holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof     fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doing 


A  true  copy 
ATTEST: 


Allen  0.  Weiss,  Town  Constable 
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ANNUAL  TCWN  MEETING 
WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 
PROCTOR  SCHOOL 
May  7,  1987 


The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of  the 
Town  thereto. 

The  Moderator  called  the  Annual  Town  meeting  to  order  at  7:40  p.m.,  stating 
a  quorum  was  present.  He  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable 
stating  the  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law.  The 
meeting  was  broadcasted  by  Radio  Station  WBMT  and  the  Moderator  introduced 
its  representatives:  Boy  Scouts  Winship,  Orcutt,  Buffington  and  Kelleher 
who  handled  the  portable  microphones. 

He  then  made  several  announcements  dealing  with  the  formal  town  meeting 
stating  that  by  long  standing  tradition  a  recommendation  of  the  Finance 
Committee  was  a  motion  made  and  seconded  and  open  for  debate.  He  asked 
anyone  wishing  to  speak  to  the  meeting  to  state  their  name  and  address,  and 
anyone  wishing  to  amend  an  article  to  use  the  amendment  forms  now  in  use. 

ARTICLE  FIRST:  To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting.  Several  reports  were  given  as  follows:  Selectman  Holger  Luther 
presented  a  Certificate  of  Recognition  of  Service  from  the  Town  of 
Topsfield  to  Paul  Corcoran,  former  Open  Space  Committee  Member  and  Chairman 
of  the  Conservation  Commission.  The  award  was  presented  to  his  widow, 
Joanne  Corcoran.  It  was  accepted  with  thanks.  Selectman  William  Johnson 
followed  with  an  Award  of  Appreciation  to  "Ted"  Williams  for  forty  one 
years  of  dedicated  service  to  the  Town  as  Constable.  Mrs.  Mary  Wendel, 
Chairman  of  the  Arts  Council,  presented  a  Larry  Webster  Town  Hall  and 
Congregational  Church  etching,  in  tribute  to  Wallace  Kneeland,  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  The  etching  was  accepted  by  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  Holger  Luther  with  appreciation.  J.  Putnam  Friend,  Cemetery 
Commission  Chairman,  extended  special  thanks  to  all  the  Town  Departments 
for  bridging  the  gap  caused  by  the  untimely  death  of  Wallace  Kneeland. 
Joseph  Bateman,  Chairman  of  the  Wallace  Kneeland  Memorial  Committee 
summarized  the  various  actions  taken  by  the  Coomiittee  to  eulogize  Wallace 
Kneeland,  and  then  presented  the  first  Wallace  Kneeland  Award  to  Wallace 
Kneeland.  The  award  was  accepted,  with  deep  appreciation  by  his  widow, 
Mary  Kneeland.  John  Borden,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  presented 
the  Finance  Committee  Report.  Selectman,  Merlin  Miller  spoke  briefly  on 
the  Proposition  2  1/2  Ballot  Questions,  asking  for  the  support  of  the 
town's  people. 

The  Moderator  asked  for  a  motion  to  adjourn  at  8:00  p.m.     The  motion  was 
moved  and  seconded  and  the  Town  moved  into  the  Special  Town  Meeting. 

The  Moderator  called  the  Special  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  8:01  p.m.  stating 
a  quorum  was  present.     He  read  the  Warrant  and  Return  of  the  Constable 
noting  that  the  Meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 
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ARTICLE  SECOND;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1,  1987,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  4A,  Section  A,  and  to  issue  a  note 
or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes 
as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17,  as  amended. 

ARTICLE  THIRD;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to 
raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways,  and  all  other 
town  expenses  and  fix  the  total  salary  and  compensation  of  all  elective 
officers  for  the  twelve  month  period  from  July  1,  1987  through  June  30, 
1988,  in  accordance  with  the  amount  ($6,087,973.)  as  set  forth  in  the 
document  containing  the  Town  Meeting  Warrant  and  with  the  following 
amendments: 

$1,630  to  be  added  to  the  Police  Department  Salary  Account; 
$287  to  be  added  to  the  Police  Department  Wage  Account; 

$8,000  to  be  subtracted  from  the  programs  with  other  districts  account  the 
Elementary  School  Budget; 

$853  to  be  added  to  the  General  Highway  Salary  Account,  and 
$284  to  be  added  to  the  Snow  and  Ice  Highway  Salary  Account.  Kathleen  E. 
Deveney  of  36  Simmer  Street  moved  to  amend.    The  motion  was  seconded  and 
failed.     The  Finance  Committee  recommendation  then  passed  unanimously. 

ARTICLE  FOURTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer  to  enter  into  a  compensating 
balance  agreement  or  agreements  for  Fiscal  1988  pursuant  to  Chapter  44, 
Section  53F,  of  the  General  Laws. 

ARTICLE    FIFTH;      The    Finance    Committee  recommended  and    the    Town  voted 
unanimously  to  transfer    from  the  Revenue  Sharing  Account  the  sum  of 
$28,000  for  expenses  of  the  Police  Department. 

ARTICLE  SIXTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  appropriate  all  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the 
purpose  indicated: 

A.  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library  Trustees. 

B.  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

C.  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

D.  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department;  and 
$20,000  from  the  Perpetual  Care  Fund  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  operating 
budget  of  the  Cemetery  Department, 

ARTI CLE  SEVENTH ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  transfer  from  available  funds  under  PL874  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $8,821  for  the  Elementary  School  Budget,  such  sum  to  be  used  to 
reduce  the  operating  budget  of  the  Elementary  School  for  Fiscal  1988. 

ARTICLE  EIGHTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  accept  grants  from  the  State  to  the  Town  Library  in  the 
amount  of  $4,406  made  prior  to  July  1,  1987,  said  grants  to  be  used  to 
reduce  the  operating  budget  of  the  Library  for  Fiscal  1988. 
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ARTICLE  NINTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  transfer  and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  the  Public 
Library,  the  sum  of  $130.00  from  the  "Dog  Tax  Refund  From  The  County 
Account"  such  sum  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  operating  budget  of  the  Library 
for  Fiscal  1988. 

ARTICLE  TENTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $40,000  from  Overlay  Reserve  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

ARTI CLE  ELEVENTH ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  accept  Chapter  640  of  The  Acts  of  1985  relative  to  the 
Granting  and  Renewing  of  Certain  Licenses  and  Permits. 

ARTICLE  I\JELFTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  yeas 
450,  nays  2  to  appropriate  the  ewa  of  $263,540  to  be  expended  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Police  Study  Committee  for  the 
Purchase,  Repair  and/or  Renovation  of  the  Police/Communication  Facility 
located  at  210  Newburyport  Turnpike,  and  to  meet  said  appropriation  to 
raise  and  assess  the  sum  of  $36,000  and  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  stm  of 
$227,540  in  accordance  with  the  Provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Law 
Chapter  44,  Section  7,  and  accept  a  deed  to  the  land  and  buildings  at  said 
facility. 

ARTICLE  THIRTEENTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $227,500  to  be  expended  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Police  Study  Committee,  to  equip 
and  furnish  the  Pol ice /Communications  Facility  located  at  210  Newburyport 
Turnpike,  and  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
$''.27,500  in  accordance  with  the  Provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Law 
Chapter  44,  Section  7. 

ARTI CLE  FOU RTEENTH ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Public  Highways  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

ARTI CLE  FI FTEENTH ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  that  no  action  be  taken, as  the  matter  would  be  addressed  in 
Article  16. 

ARTICLE  SIXTEENTH!  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $20,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Cemetery  Commissioners,  to  purchase  a 
Four-wheel  Drive  One  Ton  Dump  Truck  with  Plow,  and  to  trade  in  the  existing 
Truck,  and  to  meet  said  appropriation  to  raise  and  assess  the  sum  of 
$11,500  and  transfer  from  the  Cemetery  Sale  of  Lots  Fund  the  stm  of  $8,500. 

ARTICLE  SEVENTEENTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  (under  such  terms  as  they 
deem  available)  in  accordance  with  Chapter  45,  Section  14,  of  the  General 
Laws  as  amended,  to  enter  into  a  lease  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  one  year 
with    The    Congregational    Church    of  Topsfield    for    certain    property  in 
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Topsfield  commonly  known  as  Emerson  Field.  (For  description  see  Topsfield 
Annual  Report,  1977,  Page  123,  and  as  amended  in  the  Topsfield  Annual 
Report,  1979,  Page  36).  Said  Property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $700  as  consideration  for  Lease  of  Described  Property. 

ARTI aE  EIGHTEENTH :  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  approve  the  Gross  Operating  and  Maintenance  Budget  of  the 
North  Shore  Regional  Vocational  School  District  in  the  amount  of  $2,003,913 
and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $23,548  as  Topsfield 's 
Assessment  of  said  budget. 

ARTICLE  NINETEENTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,000  for  use  by 
the  Tri-Town  Council  for  Counseling,  Education  and  Prevention  of  Drug  and 
Alcohol  Related  Problems,  such  funds  to  be  administered  by  the  Selectmen. 

ARTICLE  TWENTIETH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,000  for  the 
purchase  and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planning  Subcommittee  of  the 
Conservration  Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY -FIRST;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $50,000  for  the 
purpose  of  construction  and  improvement  of  highways  and  authorize  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Highway  Surveyor,  to  expend  funds  for 
same. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-SECOND;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  unanimously  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $40,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Highway  Surveyor,  to  purchase  a  35,000  GVW  Diesel  Truck  with 
a  new  plow  and  plow  frame,  and  to  trade  in  or  sell  the  truck  being 
replaced. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY -THIRD ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $26,000  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Police  Chief,  to 
purchase  and  equip  two  vehicles  to  be  used  as  Police  Cruisers,  and  sell  one 
cruiser;  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  Town 
Counsel,  to  endorse  an  agreement  with  the  City  of  Newton  in  its  capacity  of 
Purchasing  Agent  for  the  Greater  Boston  Police  Council  to  hold  harmless, 
defend,  and  indemnify  the  City  of  Newton  from  all  claims  arising  out  of  the 
purchase  of  Police  Cruisers  as  specified  by  the  City  of  Newton  acting  in 
the  above  capacity. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-FOURTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  unanimously  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $7,100  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police, 
to  purchase  one  (1)  Police  Cruiser  Radio,  and  two  Walkie-Talkie  Portable 
Radios. 

ARTI CLE    TWENTY-FI FTH ;    The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be 
taken  on  the  Transfer  of  Town  Forest  Land  and  the  Town  voted  in  favor  of 
the  recommendation. 
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ARTICLE  TWENTY-SIXTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be 
taken  on  the  Transfer  of  Klock  Park  Land  and  the  Town  voted  in  favor  of  the 
recommendation. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-SEVENTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action 
be  taken  on  the  Purchase  of  Unknown  Land  and  the  Town  voted  yeas  268,  nays 
181. 

After  the  vote  was  taken,  Holger  Luther  294  Perkins  Row  moved  for  a  vote  on 
a  'Sense  of  the  Meeting,  Resolution  on  Low  Income  Housing.' 

WHEREAS    there  are  residents  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  desirous  of  safe,  and 
affordable  housing  in  Town,  and 

WHEREAS    the  Commonwealth  has  agreed  to  underwrite  the  construction  of  such 
housing  in  Town,  and 

WHEREAS  Town  officials  endorsed  a  Memorandum  of  Understanding  with  the 
EOCD  to  seek  local  solutions  to  the  affordable  housing  problem, 
and 

WHEREAS    the  construction  said  housing  in  Topsfield  will  reestablish  the 
Town's  eligibility  for  state  and  federal  funding  assistance. 

NOW  THEREFORE    the  Town  Meeting  hereby  instructs  and  directs  said  Town 

and  officials  to  continue  diligently  their  efforts  to  locate 
and  secure  a  suitable  site  in  Town  whereupon  to  construct 
housing  for  low  and  median  income  families  in  accordance 
with  the  several  provisions  of  the  Executive  Directive 
Number  215. 

Harry  Groblewski,  70  Washington  Street  moved  to  amend  the  Resolution  by 
requiring  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  report  back  to  the  Town  their  findings 
at  the  next  special  town  meeting.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  passed 
unanimously. 

Henry  Garten,  9  Winsor  Lane  moved  to  amend  the  Resolution  by  inserting  as 
the  1st  'Whereas'  the  following: 

WHEREAS    the  Town  of  Topsfield  recognizes  the  moral  and  social  desirability 
and  obligation  to  provide  low  income  housing. 

The  Luther  and  Garten  motions  then  passed  unanimously. 

ARTI CLE  IWENTY-E IGHTH ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town 
vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $62,000  of  which  $28,669 
shall  be  added  to  the  Fire  Department  Salary  Account  and  $33,331  shall  be 
added  to  the  Fire  Department  Wage  Account,  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  establish  the  positions  of  One  Full  Time  Fire  Chief  and  Two 
Full  Time  Fire  Fighters  and  to  fix  the  annual  compensation  for  said 
positions.  Lengthy  discussion  ensued.  Due  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
the  Moderator  moved  that  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  adjourn  until  7:30  P.M. 
Wednesday  May  6,  1987.  The  motion  was  duly  seconded  and  the  Town  voted  to 
adjourn  at  10:48  P.M. 
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CONTINUATION  OF  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 
PROCTOR  SCHOOL 
May  6,  1987 

The  Moderator  called  the  continxiation  of  the  Annual  Tovm  Meeting  to  order 
at  7:30  p.m.,  stating  a  quorian  was  present.  It  was  noted  that  as  a 
continiiation  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  all  Town  meeting  procedures  were 
in  effect.  The  Meeting  reopened  with  Article  28.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommendation  was  read.  Jordan  Fatkin,  82  Wenham  Road  moved  to  amend  The 
Finance  Committee  recommendation.  His  motion  failed.  The  Finance 
Committee  Recommendation  was  then  voted  by  the  Town. 

ARTiaE  TOENTY-NINTH ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sxjm  of  $10,500  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Park 
Commissioners,  to  Purchase  a  Four-Wheel  Drive,  20-25  Horse  Power  Tractor, 
and  that  the  Tractor  being  replaced  be  retained  as  a  backup  machine  for  the 
Park  and  Cemetery  Departments. 

ARTICLE  THIRTIETH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  accept  Chapter  194  of  the  Acts  of  1986,  and  establish  a  Town 
Scholarship  Fund  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and 
administered  by  the  Town  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-FIRST;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $7,700  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  School 
Committee,  to  replace  Classroom  Carpeting  in  the  Proctor  School. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-SECOND;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  unanimously  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $187,000  to  be  expended  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  School  Committee,  to  repair 
and/or  replace  the  roof  of  the  Proctor  School,  and  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sxjm  of  $187,000  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  44,  Section  7. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY -THIRD ;      The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  unanimously  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  establishment  of 
Enterprise  Funds. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-FOURTH;    The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  unanimously  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  purchase  of  a  water  flow 
meter. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-FIFTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $30,000  to  be  added  to  the  account  named  Article 
37  voted  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting  of  May  6th,  1986  to  loop  the  Water 
System  on  Rowley  Bridge  Road  and  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  $30,000  in  accordance  with  Massachusetts  General  Law, 
Chapter  44,  Section  8. 

Cyrille  Lazo  150  Perkins  Row  then  moved  to  postpone  action  on  Articles  37, 
38.  and  39.     The  motion  passed  yeas  181,  nays  95.    The  Finance  Committee 
recommendation  on  Article  35  was  then  approved — yeas  245,  nays  6. 
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ARTICLE  THIRTY-SIXTH:  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  replacement  of  a  water  main. 


ARTICLE  THIRTY-SEVENTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  to  accept  G.L.  Chapter  40,  Sections  42G,  42H  and  421,  relating  to 
the  levying  of  special  assessments  to  meet  the  whole  or  part  of  the  costs 
incurred  in  laying  of  pipes  in  Public  Ways  for  the  conveyance  and 
distribution  of  water. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-E IGHTH ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  unanimously  to  adopt  the  document  entitled  "Water  Supply  Betterment 
Bylaw  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield"  which  is  on  file  at  the  Office  of  the  Town 
Clerk. 

ARTICLE  THIRTY-NINTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $540,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  to 
extend  the  town  water  system  in  the  Hewlett  Street,  Perkins  Row,  Candlewood 
Drive,  Proctor  Drive,  and  Audubon  Drive  Area,,  and  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $540,000  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  44,  Section  8. 
provided  that  no  debt  shall  be  incurred  under  this  vote  until  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  has  determined  that  the  Bylaw  voted  under  Article  38  has  become 
effective.  Further,  said  costs  incurred  to  be  recovered  by  the  Town  under 
the  Water  Supply  Betterment  Bylaw  voted  under  Article  38  of  this  meeting. 

ARTICLE  FORTIETH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,650  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  needed  equipment  and  furnishings  at 
the  Town  Hall. 

ARTICLE  FORTY-FIRST;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $6,000  to  be  expended  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Health,  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection  Day. 

ARTICLE  FORTY-SECOND;    The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  voted  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $55,000  to  be 
expended    by    the    Board    of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice    of    the    Board  of 
Assessors,  for  a  revaluation  contract  and  other  activities  necessary  to 
maintain  reliable  assessing  records. 

ARTICLE  FORTY-THIRD;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  to  accept  the  document  titled  "Personnel  Bylaw  Amendments  for 
May  1987  Annual  Town  Meeting"  and  amend  Articles  V  and  X  of  the  Topsfield 
Personnel  Bylaws  by  adding  to  Article  V  Section  4-3  entitled  "Personal 
Days",  and  by  deleting  the  present  Article  X  and  substituting  therefore  a 
new  Article  X. 

ARTICLE  FORTY -FOURTH;    The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously    to    accept  a  Bylaw  establishing  a  Capital  Program  Committee 
as  set  forth  in  the  Bylaw  on  file  in  the  Town  Cleric's  Office. 

ARTI CLE  FO RTY-FI FTH ;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimaously  to  discontinue  the  use  of  approximately  100  feet  of  Lockwood 
Lane  consisting  of  that  portion  of  Lockwood  Lane  located  between  a  point 
130  feet  east  of  the  Boxf ord-Topsf ield  boundary  and  a  point  370  feet  west 
of  its  intersection  with  Silverbrook  Road  as  authorized  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Law  Chapter  82,  Section  21. 
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ARTICLE  FORTY-SIX;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to 
adopt  an  amendment  to  the  Topsfield  Zoning  Bylaws,  dated  May,  1981, 
entitled  "Article  VIII  Ipswich  River  Protection  District"  a  copy  of  which 
is  on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk's  Office. 

Robert  Moriarty  of  the  Topsfield  Planning  Board  moved  to  amend  Article  46 
as  follows:  that  there  be  added  to  the  end  of  Section  8.01 —  "In  areas 
where  the  bank  is  not  a  clearly-  defined  feature  the  boundary  line  shall  be 
the  water's  edge  measured  at  a  time  when  flow  over  Willowdale  dam 
approximates  100  million  gallons  per  day."  The  motion  was  seconded.  The 
Moderator  allowed  the  amendment  as  a  perfecting  amendment  to  the  Zoning 
Bylaw.  John  Peirce  of  9  Garden  Street  moved  to  further  amend  the  Finance 
Committee's  recommendation.  The  motion  failed.  Moriarty's  perfecting 
amendment  followed,  and  was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Town.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommendation  was  then  voted  and  passed  unanimously  by  the  Town. 

ARTICLE  FORTY-SEVENTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town 
voted  unanimously  to  amend  the  Town  of  Topsfield  Zoning  Bylaws  dated  May, 
1981,  so  as  to  delete  Section  1.05,  Buildable  Area  and  substitute  therefore 
a  new  Section  1.05  as  set  forth  in  the  article. 

ARTICLE  FORTY -EIGHTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
yeas  125,  and  nays  3  to  amend  Section  3.05  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  Zoning 
Bylaws  dated  May,  1981,  so  as  to  make  the  deletion  and  substitution  as  set 
forth  in  the  Article. 

ARTICLE  FORTY -NINTH;  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted 
unanimously  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

ARTICLE    FIFTIETH;      The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the    Town  voted 

unanimously  to  authorize  and  direct  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  transfer  from 
Free  Cash  and  Appropriate  the  sum  of  $360,000  to  reduce  the  Tax  Levy  for 
the  Current  Year. 

The  Moderator  stated  that  this  completed  the  action  of  the  1987  Annual  Town 

Meeting.    A  motion  to  dissolve  was  then  made  and  seconded.  The  Meeting 
dissolved  at  10:30  p.m. 


A  TRUE  COPY 


ATTEST-^-^ 
Beverly^n 
Topsfield, 


TOWN  SEAL 
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WARRANT  FOR  THE  1988  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

PROCTOR  SCHOOL 
WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 


in  said  Topsfield,  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  May,  1988,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  (8:00  P.M.),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the 
following  articles: 

ARTICLE  FIRST:  To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting. 

ARTICLE  SECOND:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sun  of  money  to  pay 
outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  July  1,  1987. 

ARTICLE    THIRD:      To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer    funds  from 
unexpended    balances  of  certain  accounts,  and  appropriate  said  funds  to 
certain    other  accounts  or  to  pay  certain  expenses  from  the  1988 
fiscal  year,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FOURTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  for  engineering  services  to  develop  a  "Five  Year  Solid 
Waste  Operation  and  Closure  Plan  for  the  Landfill,"  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  FIFTH:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  new  waste  repository 
site  in  the  landfill,  and  improving  the  access  road,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 
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Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  March  in  the  year  one 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 


Holger  M.  Luther,  Chairman 


Selectmen 

of  Merlin  G.  Miller,  Clerk 

Topsf ield 


William  D.  Johnson,  Member 


A  true  copy 
ATTEST: 


Allen  0.  Weiss,  Town  Constable 
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SPECIAL  TCWN  MEETING 
WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 
PROCTOR  SCHOOL 
MAY  3,  1988 


ARTICLE  FIRST;  REPORTS 

No  recommendation  was  necessary,  as  there  were  no  reports. 

ARTICLE  SECOND;     PAYMENT  OF  OUTSTANDING  BILLS 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  To%m  voted  unanimously  no  action  be 
t  aken , 

ARTICLE  THIRD;    TRANSFER  OF  FUNDS  BETWEEN  ACCOUNTS 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to  transfer 
funds  from  unexpended  balances  of  certain  accounts,  and  appropriate  said  funds  to 
certain  other  accounts  to  pay  expenses  of  the  1988  Fiscal  Year  as  follows; 

$13,000  from  the  Short  Term  Interest  Account  to  the  Computer  Account  of  the  Town 
Hall  Budget. 

$9,000  from  the  Veteran's  Benefits  Account  and  $6,000  from  the  Town  Insurance 
Account  to  the  Group  Life  and  Hospital  Account. 

$AA,000  from  the  Town  Insurance  Account  to  be  available  for  use  under  Articles 
Fourth  and  Fifth  of  this  Town  Meeting  if  said  articles  are  approved. 

ARTiaE  FOURTH;     FIVE  YEAR  PLAN  FOR  THE  LANDFILL 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to  transfer 
$24,000  from  the  Town  Insurance  Account  and  $46,000  from  the  Stabilization  Fund 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $70,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Health,  for  Engineering  services  to  develop  a  "Five 
Year  Solid  Waste  Operation  and  Closure  Plan  for  the  Landfill." 

ARTiaE  FIFTH;    A  NEW  WASTE  SITE  AT  THE  LANDFILL 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to  transfer 
from  the  Town  Insurance  Account  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $20,000  to  be  expended 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Health,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  new  waste  repository  site  at  the  landfill,  and  improving  the 
access  road. 


A  motion  to  dissolve  the  Special  Town  Meeting  was  made  and  seconded  at  8:10 
p.m.,  and  the  Town  moved  into  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  Article  Three. 
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ELECTIONS  OF  1988 


Tally  of  Town  Election 
May  5th,  1988 
Parish  House 
829  Votes  Cast 

MODERATOR                                         John  Kimball,  Jr.  738 

SELECTMEN                                           Photios  Photiou  43 

Robert  T.  Smales  546 

Georginna  K.  Sozanki  222 

ASSESSOR                                          Michael  Logan  652 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE                             Margery  H.  Daniels  667 

REGIONAL  DISTRICT 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  David  C.  Forman  656 
REGIONAL  DISTRICT 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  Lois  Milks  662 
(for  term  expiring  May  1990) 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR                              David  Bond  490 

Timothy  R.  Fuller  309 

PLANNING  BOARD                                 Robert  J.  Moriarty.  Jr.  562 

James  J.  Fitzgerald  485 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY                            Grace  B.  Lynch  685 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY  Leonard  Panella,  Jr.  655 
(for  term  expiring  May  1989) 

COMMISSIONER  OF  TRUST  FUNDS           Curtis  Campbell  687 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONER                     Richard  R.  Dussault  656 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONER  Anne  L.  Rafferty  648 
(for  term  expiring  May  1989) 

PARK  COMMISSIONER                             Heidi  Bond  569 

Jeffrey  S.  Middleton  532 

TRUSTEE  OF  TOWN  LIBRARY                 Jeffrey  G.  Coding  601 

Ruth  Lucy  611 

TREE  WARDEN                                      Benjamin  T.  Staples  678 

WATER  COMMISSIONER                          Jeffrey  D.  Marshall  590 

******************* 
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Tally  of  State  Primary 
September  15,  1988 
Parish  House 
316  Votes  Cast 
Republican  Ballots  Cast  214 


REPUBLICAN  BALLOT 


SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS  Joseph  D.  Malone  192 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS  Paul  McCarthy  187 

COUNCILLOR  Blanks  2 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT  Robert  C.  Buell  194 

REPRESENTATIVES  IN 

GENERAL  COURT  Forrester  A.  "Tim"  Clark  198 

CLERK  OF  COURTS  Blanks  214 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS  Daniel  H.  Cahill  174 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  Everett  C.  Hudson  169 

Richard  Kassiotis  26 

Patricia  Cahill  5 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  Blanks  98 
(to  fill  vacancy) 


RECOUNT 

On  September  27,  1988,  a  recount  was  held  at  8:00  PM  in  the  Selectmen's  Chambers 
Town  Hall,  Topsfield.  The  recount  was  requested  by  Patricia  Cahill,  Republican, 
regarding  the  position  of  County  Commissioner  (to  fill  a  vacancy).     The  results 


the  recount  are  as  follows: 

Patricia  Cahill  113 

Richard  Kassiotis  3 

Elizabeth  George  1 

Blanks  97 

TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST  214 

Democratic  Ballots  Cast  102 

DEMOCRATIC  BALLOT 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS                      Edward  M.  Kennedy  84 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS           Nicholas  Mavroules  85 
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COUNCILLOR 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT 


John  F.  Markey 
Blanks 


7A 
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REPRESENTATIVE  IN 

GENERAL  COURT  Blanks 


aERK  OF  COURTS  James  Dennis  Leary  74 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS  John  L.  O'Brien.  Jr.  75 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  Douglas  C.  Ballard  23 

Carol  A.  Bannon  19 

Terrence  M.  Breen  17 

Christie  Ciampa.  Jr.  12 

Gerald  Grasso  19 

Marguerite  P.  Kane  26 

John  V.  O'Brien  41 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  Charles  Arena  30 

(to  fill  vacancy)  Daniel  Silva  48 


******************* 


Tally  of  State  Election 
November  8th,  1988 
Parish  House 
3342  Votes  Cast 


ELECTORS  OF  PRESIDENT 

AND  VICE  PRESIDENT                        Bush  &  Quayle  2074 

Dukakis  &  Bent sen  1204 

Fulani  &  Dattner  08 

Paul  &  Marrou  32 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS                       Edward  M.  Kennedy  1623 

Joseph  D.  Malone  1645 

Mary  Fridley  10 

Freda  Lee  Nason  07 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS           Nicholas  Mavroules  1764 

Paul  McCarthy  1473 

COUNCILLOR                                      John  F.  Markey  2162 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT              Robert  C.  Buell  2765 
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REPRESENTATIVE  IN 


GENERAL  COURT 

Forrester  A.  "Tim"  Clark,  Jr. 

2659 

CLERK  OF  COURTS 

James  Dennis  Leaty 

2166 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS 

John  L.  O'Brien 

12A7 

Daniel  H.  Cahill 

1757 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER 

Everett  C.  Hudson 

21A2 

Marguerite  P.  Kane 

9A9 

John  V.  O'Brien 

780 

Patricia  Cahill 

01 

QUESTION  1 

Approval  of  Salary  Increase  for  State 
Legislature. 

Yes  633 
No  2642 

QUESTION  2 

Repeal  of  State  Law  allowing  Commissioner 
of  Labor  &  Industries  to  set  wage  rates 
for  public  construction  or  classify  jobs. 

Yes  1902 
No  1369 

QUESTION  3 

Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Food  & 
Agriculture  would  issue  regulations  to 
ensure  regulations  that  farm  animals  are 
properly  raised,  handled  or  transported. 

Yes  681 
No  2588 

QUESTION  A 

After  July  A,  1989,  there  shall  be  no 
further  generation  of  electric  power  by 
commercial  nuclear  power  plants  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

Yes  980 
No  2292 
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TOPSFIELD  TOWN  LIBRARY 


During  the  past  year,  the  library  has  concentrated  upon  being 
more  than  a  resource  center.     It  has  become  a  community  center  which 
has  opened  its  facilities  to  help  enrich  the  citizens  of  Topsfield. 
We  have  been  used  to  collect  census  reports,  and  we  have  made  avail- 
able tax  forms,  fuel  assistance,  and  have  given  a  home  to  the  beauti- 
ful mural  of  Topsfield,  by  Richard  Wyman,  that  the  Family  Mutual  Bank 
was  no  longer  able  to  use. 

Our  Art  Gallery  has  been  visited  by  hundreds  of  people  this  year 
and  the  monthly  art  displays  have  given  inspiration  to  the  many  artists 
who  live  in  town.    Artists  who  have  exhibited  this  year  are:  Rose 
Coffin,  Carol  White,  Julia  Walker,  Dorothy  Leach,  Sue  Goodwin,  Jac- 
queline Bacon,  and  students  from  both  Proctor  School,  and  Masconomet. 
The  gallery  has  also  served  as  a  meeting  room  for  rug  hooking  classes, 
public  speaking  instructions  for  Masconomet 's  Top  Student  Achievers, 
a  lecture  on  visual  and  literary  art,  and  a  program  to  improve  study 
skills  for  sixth  grade  students,  the  latter  two  being  sponsored  by 
the  Friends  of  the  Library. 

The  Friends  also  sponsored  for  the  children:  a  puppet  theatre, 
a  visit  with  Mother  Goose,  folk  singers,  story  tellers,  a  trip  to  the 
North  Shore  Music  Theatre,  Easter  egg  hunt,  valentine  crafts,  a  fossil 
program,  a  pumpkin  decorating  contest,  and  they  also  purchased  a  person- 
al computer  for  the  Children's  Room.     For  the  adults  they  sponsored: 
a  trip  to  a  Boston  musical,  a  ballet,  the  Ramesses  exhibit,  the  annual 
Holten  Brandi  lucncheon,  and  the  annual  coffee  for  library  staff  and 
volunteers. 

Our  display  case  has  stimulated  hobbies  of  all  who  enjoyed  the 
collections  of:  HO  fire  engines,  model  ships,  stained  glass,  bells, 
teddy  bears,  hand-crafted  lampshades,  copper  tooling,  and  wood  turnings. 

We  are  grateful,  once  again  for  the  lovely  Christmas  decorations 
provided  by  the  New  Meadows  Garden  Club. 

The  Children's  Room,  in  addition  to  offering  tapes,  records, 
puzzles,  games,  and  books,  has  shovm  weekly  films  for  elementary  school 
children,  conducted  three  story  hours  a  week,  plus  a  weekly  Toddler's 
Hour,  and  Pajama  Story  Hour  in  the  summer.     The  Baby  Sitting  Class  is 
also  a  popular  event.    Attendance  to  programs  during  the  year  was  1,886. 
There  were  203  children  who  signed  reading  contracts  in  that  summer 
program,  and  they  read  a  total  of  2,076  books. 

The  past  year,  the  library  was  open  283  days,  and  the  total  cir- 
culation was  65,917,  up  1,679  from  last  year.     All  in  all  the  staff 
has  been  kept  very  busy.     The  Trustees  have  also  attended  extra  meet- 
ings with  Trust  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the  bequest  made  to  the 
library  by  Mr.  George  Gould. 

Memorial  books  this  year  were  purchased  for:  Irene  Tierney,  Paul 
Corcoran,  Eunice  Long,  Barbara  Fleischer,  and  Charles  Wilkinson,  Sr. 

The  library  will  be  automated  during  the  first  part  of  1989  and 
anticipates  extending  more  services  and  benefits  to  the  town. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Jeffrey  Coding,  Chairman 
Darcy  Fulton,  Secretary 
Natalie  Anderson 
Harry  Groblewski 
Elaine  Long 
Ruth  Lucy 
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TREASURERS  REPORT  FY88 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 
JULY  1,  1987  -  JUNE  30,  1988 


BALANCE  JULY  1,1987  1,485,882.29 

CASH  RECEIPTS 

TAXES  FY1988 

REAL  ESTATE  4,137,458.89 
PERSONAL  PROPERTY  57,120.80 
MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  194,889.06 


TAXES-PREVIOUS  YEARS 

REAL  ESTATE  80,624.00 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  1,326.19 

MOTOR  VEHiaE  EXCISE  173,531.71 


4,389,468.75 


255,481.90 


TAX  TITLE  REDEMPTION  36,617.69 
IN  LIEU  OF  TAXES  15.562.31 


TOTAL  TAXES  4,697,130.65 

LICENSES  AND  PERMITS  90,950.13 

FINES  AND  FORFEITS  98.852.60 

GRANTS  AND  GIFTS: 

FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING  28.000.00 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MA: 

GENERAL  GOV'T  870.748.73 

SCHOOL  378.785.25 

TOTAL  GRANTS  AND  GIFTS  1,277.533.98 

DEPARTMENTAL : 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  97,079.72 

PUBLIC  SAFETY  213,138.62 

LIBRARY  6,095.27 

HIGHWAY  102,714.85 

RECREATION  630.00 

SCHOOLS  92,604.16 

WATER  233,701.04 

CEMETERY  57,009.42 


TOTAL  DEPARTMENTAL  802,973.08 

INTEREST  148,607.46 

TRANSFER  FROM  STABILIZATION  54,496.56 

MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS  1,651,040.00 

ASSET  SALE  5,025.00 
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AGENCY. TRUSTS  AND  INVESTMENTS 
DOG  LICENSES 
SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
PAYROLL  DEDUCTIONS 

TOTAL  AGENCY.  TRUSTS 
AND  INVESTMENTS 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS 

TOTAL  BALANCE  AND  RECEIPTS 

LESS:  TOTAL  DISBURSMENTS 

BALANCE  JUNE  30,  1988 


16,662.42 
1.323.36 
809,559.61 


827,545.39 


9,654,154.85 
11.140.037.14 
9.262,127.45 

1,877,909.69 


FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING 


BALANCE  7/1/87 
RECEIPTS 

FEDERAL  REVENUE 

INTEREST 


-0- 
503.86 


28,859.66 


STABILIZATION  FUND 


BALANCE  7/1/87 
RECEIPTS:  INTEREST 


WITHDRAWALS:  TO  GENERAL  FUND  PER  TOWN 
MEETING  VOTE 


293,117.08 
19.229.38 

312,344.46 

54,496.51 


29,363.52 


WITHDRAWALS:     HIGHWAY  &  POLICE  PAYROLL 


28,000.00 


BALANCE  6/30/88 


1,363.52 


BALANCE  6/30/88 


257,847.95 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 


In  1988  the  Water  Department  continued  its  pattern  of  expansion  and 
growth  with  an  approximate  ten  percent  increase  in  its  customer  base. 
A  record  188  million  gallons  of  water  was  pumped  this  year,  split 
75%  from  the  North  Street  Wellfield  and  25%  from  the  Perkins  Row 
Station, 


WATER  QUALITY 

The  quality  of  our  water  remains  excellent.     Ongoing,     regular  testing 
continues  to  indicate  that  we  pump  water  that  exceeds  all  State  and 
Federal  guidelines  for  purity  and  healthfulness. 

As  this  report  goes  to  press,  the  Board  is  adopting  new  testing 
procedures  to  comply  with  1987  Amendments  to  the  Safe  Drinking  Water 
Act.     Under  the  direction  of  the  State  D.E.Q.E.,  tests  must  be 
conducted  at  least  semi-annually  for  fifty-nine  (59)  volatile  organic 
compounds.     This  program  and  the  testing  results  will  be  made  public 


information.     Similar  tests 
negative. 

by  the  State 

in  the  past  have 

NORTH  ST. 

PERKINS  ROW 

Turbidity 

0.6 

6.0 

Sediment 

0 

0 

Color 

2.0 

17.0 

Odor 

0 

0 

PH 

6.5 

6.9 

Alkal inity-Total 

(CaCOB) 

45.0 

58.0 

Hardness  (CaC03) 

81.0 

81.0 

Calcium  (Ca) 

20.0 

22.0 

Magnesium  (Mg) 

7.5 

6.4 

Sodium  (Na) 

14.0 

15.0 

Potassium  (K) 

0.7 

0.4 

Iron  (Fe) 

(less 

than)  .04 

.32 

Manganese  (Mn) 

(less 

than)  .03 

(less  than)  .03 

Sulfate  (S04) 

17.0 

17.0 

Chloride  (CI) 

22.0 

20.0 

111 


Spec.  Cond.  (micromhos/cm) 


210.0 


222.0 


Nitrogen  (Ammonia) 


(less  than)  0.02     (less  than)  0.02 


Nitrogen  (Nitrate) 


1.1 


1.9 


Nitrogen  (Nitrite) 


(less  than)  0.002 


O.OOA 


Copper  (Cu) 


.22 


.19 


WELLFIELDS 


Once  again  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  not  only  has  the  quality  of 
our  water  been  excellent  but  the  quantity  has  been  sufficient.  During 
the  summer  drought  the  system  was  fully-taxed  for  a  two  week  period, 
and  only  a  voluntary  restriction  on  outside  watering  avoided  a  serious 
situation.     New  supply  and  demand  records  were  established  throughout 
the  summer. 

The  groundwater  contamination  that  occurred  in  1987  near  the  Ipswich 
Road/Boston  Street  intersection  has  caused  the  establishment  of  an 
ongoing  monitoring  program.     Due  to  the  proximity  of  the  contamination 
to  the  Perkins  Row  Wellfield  the  Boards  of  Selectmen  and  Water 
Commissioners,  with  the  advice  of  the  Water  Superintendent  and  the  Town 
Engineer,  have  established  a  formal  program  to  insure  the  integrity  of 
the  wellfield.     The  State  D.E.Q.E.  has  also  maintained  an  active  role. 

Although  little  tangible  progress  has  been  made,  the  Department 
continues  its  quest  to  develop  a  third  wellfield  to  meet  increased 
demand.     Negotiations  continue  with  the  Masconomet  Administration 
concerning  a  proposed  site  located  between  Rowley  Bridge  Road  and 
Washington  Street. 

The  last  item  concerning  the  wellfields  deal  with  maintenance.  Funds 
appropriated  at  the  last  two  Town  meetings  has  allowed  the  Department 
to  contract  outside  specialists  for  cleaning  and  maintenance  sei-vices. 


A  niimber  of  projects  which  deal  with  both  the  upgrading  and  expansion 
of  the  Town  System  were  completed  in  1988. 

1.  Main  Street  -  as  part  of  the  Downtown  Improvement  Project,  hew 
mains,  hydrants,  and  services  were  installed  in  the  area  between 
Prospect  Street  and  the  Proctor  School  driveway. 

2.  Perkins  Row  Betterment  Zone  -  work  was  completed  in  the  summer  and 
92  new  customers  were  added  to  the  Town  rolls. 

3.  Salem  Road  -  in  cooperation  with  the  Town  of  Danvers,  the 
Department  provided  materials  and  service  to  assist  in  the  repair  of 
storm  related  damage. 


SYSTEMS  IMPROVEMENTS 
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A.     Femcroft  Estates  -  in  a  cooperative  effort  with  the  developer. 
Town  mains  were  extended  from  the  recently  completed  Rowley  Bridge 
Loop,  under  Route  95,  to  the  area  where  new  homes  are  planned.  Testing 
has  been  completed  and  the  mains  are  functional. 

5.  Boston  Street  -  Developers  extended  the  main  approximately  1,500 
feet  on  Boston  Street  and  Wildes  Street. 

6.  At  the  expense  of  the  developers.  Town  service  was  extended  to 
several  new  streets  including  Caitlan  Lane  and  Juniper  Lane. 

The  project  to  create  better  hydraulic  balance  by  increasing  the  size 
of  the  mains  on  East  Common  Street,  connecting  to  the  recently 
completed  Main  Street  Project,  will  be  completed  in  the  spring  of  1989. 
Funds  for  this  Project  were  appropriated  in  the  1988  Annual  Town 
Meeting. 


OPERATIONS 


Despite  another  year  of  frustration  caused  by  the  inability  to  get  the 
Department's  billing  on  the  Town  computer,  major  steps  were  taken  to 
ensure  the  accuracy  of  departmental  accounting  records.     In  a  related 
item  a  very  successful  effort  was  made  to  identify  and  collect 
delinquent  accounts.     Stricter  enforcement  of  existing  rules  was 
initiated  to  minimize  the  problem. 

The  Board  would  like  to  publicly  acknowledge  and  thank  Marie  Emond, 
Assistant  to  the  Board,  and  Pamela  Wood,  part-time  assistant,  for  their 
extraordinary  efforts  in  auditing  the  books  and  preparing  delinquent 
lists. 

Our  efforts  to  establish  an  Enterprise  Accounting  System  have  made  very 
little  progress.     The  recent  resignation  of  the  Town  Accountant  will 
further  delay  the  implementation  of  an  Enterprise  System  which  would 
let  the  Water  Department  run  as  a  business. 

In  October,  we  accepted  delivery  of  a  new  Ford  truck  to  replace  the 
System  Operator's  1980  CMC  which  had  become  a  maintenance  burden.  The 
distinctive  white  color  of  the  Department's  vehicles  is  in  keeping  with 
the  image  of  pure  water. 

CONaUSION 


We  would  like  to  thank  all  the  Town  Officials  and  Departments  who 
provide  support  each  year,  and  a  special  thanks  goes  to  the  Police, 
Park  and  Highway  Departments  for  their  cooperation  and  assistance. 

In  1988,  William  "Bill"  Gamble  retired  as  Highway  Supervisor  after  30 
years  of  service  to  the  Town.     We  would  like  to  single  him  out  for  a 
very  special  thank  you  for  his  work  and  cooperation  with  the  Water 
Department . 

Our  office  hours  are  8:00  a.m.  to  A:00  p.m.  daily.     Town  Emergency 
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Center  operators  can  reach  us  at  other  hours,  or  a  message  can  be  left 
on  our  answering  machine.     We  are  here  to  help  you  with  any  problems  or 
informational  needs.     Our  regular  monthly  meetings  are  usually  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  7:30  p.m.,  changes  are  posted  on  the 
Town  bulletin  board  72  hours  in  advance. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Jeffrey  D.  Marshall,  Chairman 
Kevin  J.  Kiley,  Clerk 
John  Rafferty 


REPORT  OF  THE  ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


The  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  held  seven  (7)  public  hearings  in  1988. 
The  Board  upheld  the  Inspector  of  Buildings'  decision  that  a  single- 
family  house  cannot  be  converted  to  a  two-family  house  if  exterior 
changes  have  been  made  that  increase  its  size  and  alter  its  appearance 
from  that  which  existed  on  Jantxaiy  25,  1960  (Section  3.09  of  the 
Topsfield  Zoning  Bylaw),  denied  a  request  for  variance  from  Section 
A. 07  I  to  permit  a  common  driveway  to  serve  two  lots,  made  a 
"finding"  concerning  the  non-conforming  use  of  37  N.  Main  St., 
granted  a  variance  from  minimum  frontage  requirement  to  allow  sale  by 
the  owner  of  land  historically  used  by  abutters  as  their  driveway,  and 
gave  the  Essex  Agricultural  Society  permission  to  use  loudspeakers 
during  certain  hours  of  the  Topsfield  Fair.  Two  appeals  of  decisions 
by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  remained  under  consideration  at  the  time 
of  this  report's  submission. 

ZBA  members  want  to  express  appreciation  for  his  years  of  devoted 
service  to  past  Chairman  Daniel  Butler,  who  decided  in  July  not  to 
accept  another  term  on  the  Board. 

From  time  to  time  vacancies  occur  on  this  Board;  residents  interested 
in  serving  as  either  a  member  (5-year  term),  or  an  associate  member 
(1-year  term)  are  urged  to  contact  the  Chairman. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  Carlson,  Chairman 

Jean  Kuftinec,  Clerk 

George  Herland 

Jan  Jansen 

Barbara  Pratt 

Judson  Pratt,  Alternate 
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